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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 

In chapter III of my Paikuli book I have attempted to utilize, for the re- 

constructiou of the early history of the Sasanian empire, a number of 
coins that, tvhen first discovered, vere called “ Scytho-Sasanian,” and, -svhen 
somewhat better known, “ Later Great Kushan ” coins. They are, as a matter 
of fact, the coins of the Sasanian prince-goveraors of Bactria who bore the 
title vuzitrg Kushatt shah or Shahanshah, and ought to be called, accordingly* 
“Sasanian Kushan” coins. 

Since then I have continued my studies, and having been presented 
through the kindness of Colonel MacCormack in Teheran, with a number of 
these coins that had been brought from Afghanistan, and having seen the 
specimens in the Kabul Museum and in the Ermitage at Leningrad, I liave 
come to coiLclusioiis partly corroborating, partly modifying the results of my first 
attempt. Therefore, although I feel sure that it will still take a long time 
to arrange definitely the series of these coins, and although I am unable 
here in Teheran to avail myself of certain literature that I know exists, e.g., 
of the more modem articles by A. Markoff, E. Drouin and Rapson, I thoiiu'bt 
it useful to make known my studies in tlieir present unfinished state, in order 
to enable other scholars, especially numismatists, to criticize my opinions. 
Not having at my disposal the necessary literature, I pro ion- not to quote 
at all the views of my predecessors, but to confine myself strictly to my 
own observations and conclusions. 

The coins in question fall into two different groups according to their 
legends. On tire one hand, we have tliose in Sasanian Kushan script, viz., a 
Greek cursive writing, derived from the Bactrian Greek, and used l)y the 

Great Kushan kings, Kanishka, Huvishka and Bazodev; on the other hand 
those with legends in Sasanian Pahlavi of the third century A.D., or, as we 
ought to call it more correctly, in Parsik script. Both groups are linked 

together by some rare coins with bilingual legends : Parsik on the obverse, 
Greek on the reverse. Again, we can divide the coins according to their 

material into gold, silver and copper. Of the gold there is a large 

number continuing the type of the Great Kushan coins, or more exactly the 
posthumous imitations of the Bazodev coins, but a little bit larger, thinner, 

and even more strongly cup-shaped than the last Kushan coins. On the 

other hand, there are some rare gold coins of the pure Sasanian type. M^ith- 
out entering upon that difficult topic, I Avish to express here my opinion^ 
in Aihich I know I am in agreement Avitii so great an authority as Mr. 

Vasmer of the Ermitage Cabinet, that the Sasanian aurei, which are still 

rare (although during the last three decades a far greater number has 
turned uji than before) and generally considered not to have been in actual 
currency, are much more closely connected with Bactria than has hitherto 
been assumed, and that many, if not all of them, represent the gold currency 
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of the ecistern dominions of the Sasanian empire The extremely rare silver 
coins — I do not know more than 5— are of Sasanian character bnt with 
slight peculiarities that distinguish them from the common Sasanian currency. 
The iwoportion between the existing gold, silver and copper issues makes it 

clear that the curious state of affairs prevailing in Bactria during the inde- 
pendent Kushan period, when there was no silver coiiiage in existence, still 

continued under the Sasanian governors, a fact that is probably to be ex- 
l)lained on the assumption that in the ratio between gold and silver gold was 

lower, silver higher in Bactria than in the adjacent countries. All the rest 

of the coins are copper. They possess a distinctive character, whether their 

legends are in Greek or in Parsik script, and whether they follow exactly 
the type of the cup-shaped gold issues, as some of them do, or whether they 
reproduce the common Sasanian type. Hence, these Sasanian Kushan coins 

present a striking lack of unity, notwithstanding that as was long ago 

recognised, they belong together. 

Before proceeding to examine the various types and specimens, I want to 

lay great stress upon one other fact, namely, that we must assign the whole 

of this material, on archaeological grounds to the first period of Sasanian art. 
The distinction of three periods ui Sasanian art, the first one extending from 
its beginning under Ardashir I. (ah. 225 A.D.) until the time when Shapur 
II came of age (ab. 330 A.D.) ; the middle one from that time until the 
second reign of Kawat I. (al). 500 A.D.) ; the third one until the end of 
the Sasanian dynasty (ab. 650 A.D.) is clearly evidenced by the great 

monuments as well as by the small antiquities such as seals and coins. If 
we take the cup-shaped aurei, with legends in Greek characters, the oljverse 
invariably shows the full-size figure of the king standing, in full armour 

the trident in the left, the right hand pointing downward to a small fire- 

altar, as if throwing incense into the fire ; the reverse shows the Indian o-od 
Shiva with the bidl Xandi. As this type is derived from the older Kushan 
type, it need .lot surprise us to find that it is pre-Sasanian. This is true 
not o.ily of the style, bnt of concrete details. Thus, the trident and the 

armour is still distinctively Greek, exactly as some of the LokapAlas, Xagarajas 
and Vajrapanis of old Buddhist art in Central Asia long retain the same 

Gfoek type : a proof that they are descendants of Graeco-Bactrian art. The 
fire-altar, too, is ]we-Sasanian. AVe find the same altar on the rare 
Parthian monuments, but nowhere in Sasanian art. Moreovei', the way in 
which the muscles of the l)ody are delineated beneath the garments in the 

old Greek manner, disappears completely fi-om Sasanian art by the middle 
of the Ith century. Even the heads on the obverse of the smallest and 
least artistic copper coins show distinctively the style of the great sculptures 
of the 3rd century, some of them recalling the finest of the existing 
Sasanian sculptures, namely, the head of Varhran I on his bas-relief at 
Shfipiir, near Kazerun in Ears. Other devices of the copper coins, e.q., the 
god enthroned, half profile, still more the god on the throne under a dais, 
or the king standing in adoration before a seated god, are inconceivable in the 
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middle SasaBian period. Indeed, the second example reproduces almost exactly 
the famous sculpture of Shapur I. on the throne in the gorge of Shapur. 
Even the rude fire-altar on the reverse of most of these copper coins shows the 
type of altar of the coins of Ardashir I., imitated, it is true, in the later 
issues of Shapur II., but nowhere else, and does not follow the type introduced 
by Shapur I. and copied throughout the first Sasanian period, out of which 
the type of the second period has been developed. 

There can be little doubt, therefore, that all the Sasanian Kushan coins 
known to us, must be assigned to the period between the accession of 
Ardashir I. (ab. 225 A.D.) and the time of Shhpiir II.’s coming of age 
(ab. 330 A.D.). Certainly we cannot date any coin of our group later than 
350 A.D. ; for we learn from Ammianus Marcellinus that Shapur II. was 
kept in the far East of his empire in the winters of 356 and 358, 
regions that had been occupied not long before that date by the Chionites, 
and, as we shall see, these Chionites issued a coinage of their own, imitating 
the coins of Shapur II. but with legends in Greek Kushan script. 

The deciphering of the coin legends is much hampered by the circum- 
stance that some of them are unique, that of others ive have but a few 
specimens, and that all of them, like most copper coins, are in a very bad 
condition. The feiv silver coins are in good, and the gold coins with few 
excexkions in excellent preservation. Still, the Greek legends on tliem have 
not yet been deciphered. Alexander Cunningham was the first to attempt it : 
he succeeded in recognizing, on the cup-shaped gold coins, the names which 
he spelled “ Hormazd " and “Tararan”, and attributed them to Hormuzd II. 
and Varhran V. He only failed to reach the real reading because he kept 
too closely to the arrangement of the legends on the preceding coins, the 
imitations of Bazodev, viz. : 

saonano sao bazodeo kosano 

This is evident from his plate of legends in the Xtciii. Chroii. ser. Ill, vol. 
XIII, pi. XIV (pi. V of Scytho-Sasanians). Indeed, the legends like all the 
types of the coins, are derived from the latest coins of the independent 
Kushan kings, but the arrangement of the legend differs. It was this dis- 
covery that enabled me to decipher them, and as the point is obviously an 
imjjortant one, I will enlarge upon it further. 

The arrangement of the legends is closely connected with the direction of 
the heads on the coins. On the Sasanian coins, for example, the head looks, 
without exception, to the right ; on the Arsacidan coins, to the left. The 
Sasanian coinage, in this respect, resumes the style of the old Fratadara of 
Persepolis and the first four Shahs of Ears. The Fratadara t\q)e is of 
Aclnemenian, pre- Arsacidan origin. The coins of the first three Shahs, two 
with an eagle and one with the crescent on the head-dress, correspond in style 
to the “early Arsacidan coinage”, those of the fourth, Vatfradat II., who 
wears a narrow diadem with a crescent only, to the style of the following 
Arsacidan coinage ajiterior to the so-called Mithradates II. From that time 
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oim-arcls, the heads are invariably turned to the left. The change of title, 
from Fratdchh'a to SJidh, as well as the change in the direction of the 

heads, must denote certain events in the history of the country, the former 
most prol)ably the subduing of Pars by the Arsacids, the latter another 

chane-e in the political relations of the province to the central pouer. Xow, 
the whole coinage of Elymais-Khuzistan shows the heads turned to the left 
like that of the Shahs of Ears, and it might be concluded from this 
that the relation of Khuzistan to the central power was of the same kind 
as that of Ears. The coins of the Parthian djmasty of Sakastan, viz., of 
Gondofares, Orthagnes, Sanabares, Abdagases and Pacores, jirobably members of 
the Siiren Pahlav, a family of the Parthian high aristocracy, show in the 

same way the heads turned to tlie left, with the exception of some rare coins 
of Gondofares and Alidagases, an exception that may perhaps be explained 
by the fact that their title is even more pretentious than that of the 
AiNacid emperors at that time. On the other hand, the coins of Armenia 
have the heads turned in the opposite direction, to the right. I am not 

acquainted with the Atropatenian coinage, ljut that of Characene, Meshan, 
follows the Armenian prototype, both having been coimtries with a greater 
measure of independence than Ears, Khuzistan, and in my view Sakastan 
also. Lastly, Ardashir I. on his first coins, that is, at the time when he 
was rebelling against Hartaban V., made the head cle face, and from the 
moment when he became free from the Arsacidan rule, he a.ssumed the 
old Eratadara type with the head to the right. 

Passing by these facts, that have not yet been emjdiasized sufficiently, 
I cannot Imt conclude that the direction of the heads has a definite 
meaning. The direction to the left was the Arsacid one, and all the feudal 
prince.' who had the royal 2 )rivilege of coining and whose lands formed an 
integral jiart of that curiously diffuse empire, had to adopt the ..\.rS(icid style. 
The opposite direction of the heads proves a greater degree of inde2)endence, 
and hence is adojded by the Sasanids immediately after they had thrown off 
the Arsacidan yoke. That it was done intentionally, is further corroborated 
by the observation that all the Sasanian seals adopt the same direction ; viz., 
the seals themselves have the heads turned to the left, which in the impres- 
sions ajipeared to the right. 

The Arsacidan coins all show the opposite direction of the heads, i.e., to the 
left, with the exception of those coins, formerly considered to be Armenian 
coins, wliich are classified by Wroth among the imperial Arsacidan coinage, 
under the designation “Period of Alitliradates i.”, the tetradrachms of Phraates II. 
and Artaban I., and the Ilimeros coins. In .spite of all efforts, how'ever, 
the arrangement of the early Arsacidan coins cannot be considered as at all 
a settled matter. I know that the late A. Petrowicz never accejitcd the 
new classification, and E. Ilill has exj)ressed bis doubts in his Catalogue 
of Greek Goins of Arabia, Mesopotamia and Persia, p. CLXXI, n. 2. 
Besides the j^oiut under discussion, there arc the difficulties presented by the 
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fact that Wroth was compelled to introduce an “ unkiioicii Icing” , that he 
shows among the early kings one Artaban II. Avho owes his existence only 
to an interpretation of a passage of TrogtiSi, ‘prol. 42, by r. Gutschmid 
lono' since recognized as erroneous by Markwart, and that, on the other hand, the 
kings Gotarzes I. and the real Orodes L, contemporaries or immediate suc- 
cessors of Mithradates II., who are known to us from cuneiform documents 
dated in their reigns, are missing in his list. The test of the direction of 
the heads is, in my opinion, a test even more essential and clinching than 

AVroth’s “ test of the omphalos and throne”, and we must go back closer to 

the old arrangement of the coins, and consider all those with the head 
turned to the right as not appertaining to the Iranian series of the Arsacid 
Suzerains. 

The arrangement of the legends is closely connected with that of tlie 
heads thou^’h least so in the imperial Parthian coinage. Let me say, however, 
that the sense in which the legends are to he read is of primary impor- 
tance, even there, for the true understanding of the three most interesting 
Arsacidan coin legends, viz., one of Alithradates III. (Wroth pi. XIII, 13), 

one of Gotarzes II. (AVroth pi. XXVII, 2) and some of Volagases III. 

(pi. XXXV, 3), cf. fig. 1. 




Fig. 1. — Coins of Mithradates, Gotarzes and Volagases. 

Por the first legend, rendered by AA^roth as follows 
BASIAEQE BASIAEQN APSAKOT AIO-ETEPEETOT (<I))PAATOT EHIfANOTS 
EniKAAOTMENOT OIAEAAHNOE r0(2) ? 

I do not venture any explanation, the sequence in which the different parts 
ought to be road being obscure to me. The second legend can only i)e read : 

raTEPZHE BASAIETS BAZAIEQN APEANIiN T02 KEKAATMENOZ aPTABANOT 

‘•Gotarzes, king of kings of Eriiu, adoptive son of Hartabanos”. 

The third legend must be read : 

“Arshak Walagshe shahanshah”. 

There are certain historical questions dependent on the true understand- 
ing of these inscriptions ; and an analogus question was discussed by A. v. Stael- 
Holstein in the JRAS. for Jan. 1914 “ TFas there a Kusana Race ”, where he 
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proposed to read the legends of the Great Kushan in a new way. He says, 
loc. clt. p. 83 ; It is difficult to think of any reason why we should not 
consider KdrvhpKi as the first (or last) word of the legend, and KOpWfO pAOWANOp&o 
as his title Let us see how the facts are. 

The coins of Ooeinokadphises present the following rariations : 

(1) king sitting ; the inscription begins at the right behind the head : 

BASIAEYS OOHMOKAAffifsHS. 

(2) king full size standing; the inscription begins above the bead and 

returns there in a complete circle : BASIAEYS B AH T AEON 
HEEAS OOHMOKAAOISHH. 

(3) the same on some copper coins, hut with an interruption below 

between the second and the third word. 

(4) bust of king to the right ; the inscription begins to the right, 

below, at the left shoulder of the bust : BASIAEYH OOHMO- 
KAAffilSHS. 

(.3) bust of king to the left; the inscription begins above the head 
with an interruption below: BASIAEYS 00H/M0KAA3)I2H2. 
Under the followina’ king, Kanishka, the Greek legends are replaced by 
Kushan ones. The Greek legends are : — 

(1) king full size standing to 1., the inscription begins right of head ; 

BACIA£YC BACyAeON KANhpKOY. 

(2) same type, the Kushan legend begins to the r. below, at the left 

foot : pAONANO pAO KA/NKpKI KOpANO. 

Under Huvishka we have : 

(1) king riding, to r. ; the inscription begins at the 1., below, with interrup- 

tion by the head pAotvANO pAO /oohpKo nopANO. 

(2) king sitting to r. ; same arrangement, but interruption after first 

O of the name : pAONAXO pAO o/okpKi KopAXO. 

(3) bust of king to 1. ; the inscription begins to the r. , below, at the left 

arm of bust : pAONAxopao o/oKpKi KOpAXO p6>o. 

The first instance could be read, with v. Staffi-Holstein, ooxpKi KOpAXO 
pAONANO pAo, but this would be against the arrangement of the legends of the 
Kanishka coins, and against all the other coins of Huvishka. And the second 
instance, where another follows the name, excludes definitely that reading. 

The complete legend is unquestionably 

saonanosao (name) kosano sao 

and although we cannot follow the author in his special point, he is per- 
fectly right in holding that these kings did not call themselves “ a Kushan ” 
but “Shfih of the Kusiian”. 

The true coins of Bazodev show the king, full-size, standing to 1., and 
the inscription begins to the 1. below, at the foot : 

PAOXAXO Pao KopAxo. The legends of the later imitations of the Bazodev 

coins are arranged in the same way, or else they begin above to the right, 
at the hack of the king’s head. * 
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Now, we must turn to the imperial Sasanian coins of the first period. 
They show invariably the bust of the king to the right, and the legend in 
Parsik, he., a Semitic script running to the left, is always to be read from 
tlie centre of the coin, and begins to the 1. above, at the back of the 
head. This observation holds good for the whole series from Ardashir I. 
down to Shapur II. The exceptions are few, viz., two aurei, one in the 
Berlin cabinet and one in the British Museum, that have erroneously been 
considered to be coins of Varhran III. but in fact belong to Narseh; one 
aureus of Narseh, formerly in the Bartholomaei cabinet ; and aliout four 
or five aurei of Shapur II., two of them in the Bibliotheque Natiouale in 
Paris, one in the Berlin cabinet and one in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
I own another specimen of them. They show, with the exception perhaps of 
one of the Paris aurei of Shapur, on the reverse, the name of the Fire, 
that reoccurs on the well-known two aurei of H. Hawlinson and A. Cun- 
ningham, belonging to Sormuzcl viizurg Kushoiishdh. We shall explain that 
name below : it is the Fire of Marw. These gold coins are apparently the 
prototypes of the copper coins of Shapur II. with Kushan legends, and must 
be reckoned among the Kushan coins. 

The Sasanian Kushan coins have two different kinds of writing, the 

one a Semitic script running from right to left, the other a Greek script 
running in the opposite direction. Both of them are, with one possible 
exception, to be read from the centre of the coin. They must, therefore, 
begin differently. We observe now, that the Kushan legends always begin 
above, to the right of the head of the standing king, and continue around, 
Avith an interruption at the base of the device. The Parsik legends, on the 
contrary, always begin below, to the right, at the left shoulder of the bust 
and end behind the bushy hair close to the right shoulder. That means that 

the Kushan legends folloAV the method of arrangement obserA^ed on the first 

Greek coins of Ooemokadphises and Kanishka. and on the late imitations of 
the Bazoddv coins, immediately preceding these Sasanian coins. At the 

same time this arrangement coincides with that of the imperial series of the 
Sasanian coins. The Parsik legends of the Sasanian Kushan coins imitate 
the arrangement of the Great Kushan coins of Kanishka, Huvishka and 
Bazoddv. Of course, as they both run in the opposite direction, the I’ight 
and left sides have been exchanged. Hence we must clearly establish the 
fact that the beginning of a Parsik legend beloAV, at the left shoulder of 
the bust, is a distinctive mark of Kushan coins, in contradistinction to the 
Sasanian manner of making the legends commence at the back of the head. 
It follows that, e.g., the two aurei mentioned above, attributed to Varhran 
HI. but belonging to Narseh — as a matter of fact there are no coins that 
can unquestionably be attributed to Varhran III. — must be reckoned also 
among the Kushan coins. A closer study of the early Sasanian gold coins 
Avon Id probably result in our recognizing that many more of them belong 
to the Eastern j)ossessions of the Sasanian empire. 
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Having fonncl the clue to the arrangement of the legends, the decipher- 
ing of them becomes an easy matter. The finest of the cup-shaped aurei, 
one specimen in the British Museum and the other in the Ermitage, show the king 
in the attitude already described, before a small fire-altar, and wearing a 
crown which consists of a kind of cap, broadening at the top and adorned 
with two rows of large pearls, surmounted by what has been called a 

plume, but what is better described as a globe covered with leaves, like 
a large lotus-flower. The inscription is : 

Soro oopotr^o^ o/ozppKOKopovvs povo “the god Varhran, great Kushanshah ”. 
CJ. pi. I, no. 8. 

The script of this legend is Kushan Greek, the language is pure Sasa- 
nian Parsik. The letters B, F, P, and p for s are exactly as on the 
Kushan coins. K and K, though still distinguished, have become very simi- 
lar ; the dill'erence is, that in K the last sloping stroke forms an essential 
])art of the letter and is attached somewhere in the middle of the secend 
ascending stroke, whereas in K the third slojnng stroke does not belong to 

the letter itself, but is only the connection with the following character; 

it begins at the end of the ascending second stroke. The genesis of the 

letter p has Ijeen the subject of discussion. It makes its appearance for the 
first time on the Kanishka coins. But looking at the preceding coins and 
observing there the different attempts at expressing the sound s, e.g., on the 
coins of Spalirises pnAAipiiov beside /riAAiPiioY) or on those of Heraus (-Miaus) 
lAKA Ko//ANOj — the slightly sloping thin stroke means P in other cases — 
and lastly on those of Kozulo-Kadjihises KOPOKA in Kusana-jawugo, and 
XOPANST ZAOOT in Kusana(sa) jaua(sa), we must realize that the only 
methodical explanation of p is its derivation from P. 

The vowel A is twice used, in the last syllable of Varhran and in the 
second of Kushan, both times correctly to denote long a. The third instance, 
in the word s/ii'!//, is douljtful in l)oth the coins. I should assume that the 
correct writins: was at least intended. As a matter of fact, the two characters 
O and A have become almost identical. The whole difference is, that the 
A is a circle iienned as the hand of a watch moves and therefore con- 
necting itself with the following letter from above ; the O is the s-une 
circle but written in the opposite way and therefore connected with the 
next letter from Ijelow. 

The vowel 0 has various ap])lications even in this short legend. In 
the first word, bag, it stands for a short, darkened a, or |. At the same 
time it stands at the end of that word, as at the end of all the other 
words, to denote an indistinct vowel, a, the rest of the old ending of the 
obli(£ue case : -align, -e, -e, and lastly -.n In the name of the king, double 
0 precede and follow the originally sonant P, exactly as double a does in Awestic 
writing, whereas OP does not express these reduced vowels at all, and Parsik 
indicates only one vowel before the consonant. Iranists transcribe the vowel 
before the r commonly by u. 31odern Persian does not know a short u, but 
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only a long u, and a short 6, which corresjionds exactly to the short “o 
chiuso ” of Italian, originating from Latin u. It seems to me apparent 
that exactly the same short rowel is expressed by the first O of our legend. 
The second is a still shorter form of the same. Hence the true pronuncia- 
tion of the name was Wofhran. For, the 0 that begins the name stands 
for the consonantic u, be., w. The same is the case with the first O of the 
adjective. O stands for w on the older coins in the words : opoArNhc, opAArwo , 
ApooacTTO. OHpo, o&(^o. O&NIN 0 .O, oxpo, OAxpo etc. The third O corresponds to 
the O before P in the king’s name. The other O behind that r has dis- 
appeared, because the vowel of the first syllable, originally d, has assumed 
the colour of the vowel of the second syllable. T'he 0 of the first syllable of 
the ethnic name remains doubtful. As in the proper name Shapur — poBopo 
it may signify, here, a long u. The Par.sik transliteration of the name of 
the Kushan with soriptio plena of the u, is not conclusive, since there arc 
hundreds of cases where such an u denotes only the quality, but not the 
quantity of the vowel. 

As to the O in the last word poo, it has been thought to signify 
an h in the Great Kushan title. 1 think wrongly. IVe shall see soon that 
our coins employ another sign for h. If we leave out the h in the titles, 
there are, among the whole number of the Kushan coins, only the following 
cases where O might possibly denote an h : The name written in Greek 
letters OoemokaclpJiises is rendered in Indian by Hima-. This instance we 
must discard, because we don’t know which original sound is reflected by 

the two foreign renderings. The same remark holds good for the other name, 

written in Greek oobpw and in Indian inscriptions Enmshha. The variant 
oYOhpKi, indicates that there was a difficulty in the rendering of the 
original sound, and that a convenient style had not yet been found. The name 
APOOASnO, also discussed in this connection, does not come in here, for there 
can be no doubt that it means Druwasp, with the characteristic change 
from cl into I, and not Lnhrdsp. The names MAO and pcs.opkopo are more 
convincing, but not absolutely conclusive, for beside MAO there appears again 
a variant MAOO, and the possibility exists that the O might represent a 

nasal. In Shahr§war the O might be a substitute for the mis'iing h, an indis- 

tinct vowel written instead of h. There remains, then, only the name of the Iranian 
Mithra, Mihr, which on the coins of Kanishka present the variants MEIPO, 
MI IPO, MIOPO, MITPO, on the coins of Huvishka MIPO, MI IPO, MIOPO, 
MITPO, MOPO, MYPO, MI lOPO, MIPPO, and perhaps MPPO. If 

the custom obtained of UTiting 0 for why the.se variants at all? And on the 
other hand, in the names Hpa^Xto and Maao-T^vo the h is not expressed. 
Since our Sasanian coins, then, do not employ O for li, we ought to conclude 
from the above-mentioned facts that 0 did not .signify h, even in the case 
of the older inscriptions. 

Our legends show a clearly distinguished sign for h in the name Varhran 
as well as in the title sMh. The question is, what is the origin of that 
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sign ? Among tlie variants of some of the words quoted above, Y appeared 
as an attempt to render the missing Ji, e.g., in ovoapKij MITPO, MYPO. If 
we cast a glance at the tables in which I have tried to show the develop- 
ment of the Greek Xushan alphabet, and if we compare there the Y as it 
api^ears in the Awraman parchments and on some of the Kadphises coins, it 
seems to me clear that oim sign is the late representative of that older sign, 
probably influenced by the Parsik h *r, vvrittten naturally from left to 
right : S’. 

If this is accepted, the 0 in the Kushan title paonano pAO cannot denote 
//, and the word must be transliterated 

saonanosao or sawnano saw. 


In which case it does not render the well-knoivn sdhdnsdh or * mhiyutimli 
of the western Iranian dialects, derived from OP. ysayaOiyanam ysayaGiya. 
Ti'e must look, therefore, for another, similar word. At the end of the 
Arsacid period the ruler of Isfahan, for instance, bore the title .saS, i.e., seZ, 
from Aav. ysaeta of which we have an archaic survival in the title ysc8, 
or iyscS, of the kings of Farghana, rejieated by the second Muhammadan 
dynasty of Egypt. The princes of Gharchistan in Bactria, and of E^wshar 
had the title sar, i.e., ser, Aw. '*ysa^riya, by which the princes of Bamiyan, 
near Balkli, and of Khuttal were called. The word that explains the Kushan 
title has already been discovered by Sten Konow; it is the Soghdian yjdvan 
“might”, yUvcui “king”, ysevandJc “ruling”, ysevanqijd “empire” and pdt- 
yidran “sovereign”. Tlie termination of the gen. pi. in -ano corresjionds to 
the same in the Saka language, -aym. The last n of the word remained, when 
followed by such an ending, but disappeared in the nom. sing. Thus, sawnano 
sdw is a counterpart to Sak. gyastanu gyasti in form, to Soghd. ysdvan in 
matter. The language of the Great Kushan coins belongs to the eastern, 
and not to the we.stern Iranian dialects. The peculiar forms of the names 
ApooAcrro, opAAPNo beside OPGAPNIIS, confirm this view; for MAO and 
pAOpHopo closer analogies than Pars, mdh and sahreoar must be found. On 
tlie other hand the Sasanian Kushan coins do not write saonanosao, like their 
predecessors, but sdho, and in one instance, sdhdnd sd9. Their language is 
pure Parsik. 


The coin we have studied, has in a second line, written in smaller 
charactei’-s, a word which is highly important. Once deciphered, the reading 
is clear and a matter of course, but it ivas by no means so befoi’e, as two of 
its four letters were new. I found the reading through tlie study of the 
Greek .Awraman parchments, whose Pahlavik counterpart had been well 
known to me long since. I’his is the reason ivliy I have entered these docu- 
ments in the plate showing the development of the Kushan Greek, and there are 
certain observations on them that mu.st be discussed here. 

The Awraman parchments are Parthian documents dating Irom the first 
century B.C. and so far they are the only documents in cursive Greek that we 
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possess from that part of the world. Comparing tlieir script with that of 
the Arsacid coins, it becomes perfectly evident, that the changes in the 
uncial script reflect only the development of the underlying cursive script ; of this 
they are not an isolated instance, ljut they are the only existing representatives 
of cursive Parthian Greek. In his publication of these documents, E. Minns 
devotes two pages full of interest, and a plate, to the mere paloeographical 
aspect of them. He seems to have been at a loss in jn-ecisely classifying their 
script among the cursive Greek hands that we know. He says : “ The writing is 
rather to be classed with book hands than with cursives ”, and, after having 
discussed some analogues with Ptolemaic papyri, he adds : “ And yet tlie whole 
effect is not at all Ptolemaic, and on trying to find analogues for tlie liga- 
tures I have been unsuccessful. The method of joining 

the letters is quite unlike the line along the top which links even such a 
letter as t onto the following in many Ptolemaic hands”. Now, the pecu- 
liarities which struck so great a connoisseur as Minns, appear exactly in 
the same way on the Kushaii coins. The word reipo on one of the Hiivish- 
ka aurei, would never have caused difficulties, if these parchments had been 
known at the time. My conclusion is, tliat exactly as the art of the 
Arsacidan and Sasanian period is more than dependent on, nay, is a branch 
of Grseco-Bactrian art, so the Greek script of the Arsacid period is a branch 
of the Grceco-Bactrian writing represented by the Great Kushan coins. 

The word in question, which caused this digression, becomes at once 
legible, if we cast a glance at tbe syllables \o and e/et in Minns’ table : tbe 
letters are y and X, and the word is to be read 

Varhrau I 
Berlin 


Horonizd I 
Berlin 



Fig. 2. — Mint-name on coins of Varhran I. and Horinizd I. 

i.e., haxU tbe middle-Persian name of old Bactra, Balkh. 

The word appears on altogether four coins of three different types. It 
is the name of the mint-town, and this is in perfect agreement with ail 
we know about the provenance of the coins. Cunningham has ali'eady dealt 
with that subject ; they come all from Badakhshan, Kunduz, that is North- ' 
ern Afghanistan or Bactria. 

Mith the fact once established that mint-towns are mentioned on these 
coins, the idea presented itself to me, that another word on many specimens of 
the second group of Kushan coins, viz., those with Parsik legends, which had 
been left 'unexplained or altogether misunderstood, might be the name of 
another mint. The Avord is best known from the aureus of Honnuzd vuznrg 
Kushan shahanshah formerly in H. Bawlinson’s possession, now in the British 
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Museum. It appears there, as alirays, on the reverse above the fire-altar in 
the second line, in the same place as the vord Ba^l. In some instances 
it stands next or among the flames. It cannot be inserted into the main 
legend nhieh is complete but must be read apart, and hence I always 

assumed tliat it was the name of the Fire, tlie more so as all the coins con- 
taining tliis word show remarkable similarities. The word is mbn. 

This word is not Iranian, but a Semitic ideogram, and, since the final 
-y is not a Parsik termination, it is a pure ideogram without a phonetic 

comiilement. The Aram, root is “king”; with tlie termination it is the 

adjective “ royal ”. In Parsik it would be snhihxn. Indeed, the Frahang e 
Pahlavik shows that this word had been written ideographic-ally as oarg. 

The first letter of both the nords is the same. The second letter of the word 
in the Frahang, originally », w, or r, stands for I in many, and especially in 
short ideograms like ewobu/, etf-Dbri, “re'Hb-Di, -ufs-w'b'o. '‘lerabE), The 

last sign of the ideogram of the Frahang looks like a, hut can be read as a 
com])ound of two in at least ten different ways. I believe anyone who 
has studied the intricacies of the Pahlavi ideograms, will agree with me, if I 
take this ^ as a corruption of -kg, this lining a termination foreign 

to Parsik words, and, as far as I can see, unique also among the Semitic 
ideograms, and tlierefore particularly liable to misrepresentation. Indejiendently 
of this, -7^1)10 must be read sahikdn “ royal”. The old Persian poets use this 
word in a restricted meaning for a royal treasure, Firdausi almost as the 
name of tlie prodigious treasui'e of Khusrau Parwez. In the Parsik writings, 
gmj e sdhJkdn, “the Royal treasure”, is the title commonly given to the 
Yutkar e Vuzurgndlir, the “Memoirs” of the grandvizier of Khusrau I., because 
its first passage is : 

“ MAX vuzurgMIIIR d bu}(takan *hargu*pet sapistan SAHR e an*tiy6k*au 

yusrod darikpet EX aYatkar A2 framaudat yusrod SAlIan 

kirt F PA ganj ^ s(a)hikan XIHAT.” 

“ By me, Yuzurgmihr son of Bnkhtak, hargupet (highest dignitaiy of 
the empire) and darikpet of the shapistan (either minister of the Court or 
possibly grand-eunuch) of the town Antiocheia- Khusrau, these memoirs, by 
(wder of Khusrau king of kings, have been made and deposited in the 
Shahikfin Treasure-house.” 

As the author lived in Ctesiphon (Antiocheia Khusrau is the new 
quarter of that metrojiolis, founded by Khusrau I. after the conquest of 
Antiocheia on the Oroutes) and as the Byzantine authors Theophanes and 
liuisfasios, as A\ell as the Chronicon Paso hale, speak of a new treasure-house 
built by tlie king in Ctesiphon, possibly at the spot called to this day 
Khaznc i Kisra, the “ treasure-house of Khusrau”, it seems that this 
“Royal Treosurc-house ”, notwithstanding that Theophanes gXes its name as 
“the house of Darkness”, Avas in Ctesiphon. The introductory passage of 
V nzurgmihr recalls another famous passage of the Denkard : 
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“ D&,r^y e d&ray&n hamak apast^k U zand c4g6ii zartu;/st8 AZ ohromuzd 
patgrifto nipistak II pacSna dvak PA gaaja d sapikan (var. : saspikan) evak 
PA diza 6 nipist ddstana framdta.” 

“ By Daray, son of Daray, was ordered to keep the entire Awesta and 
Zand, as it had been received by Zoroaster from Hormuzd, written in two 
copies, one in the treasure of Shapikan (or Shaspikan, uncertain, spelling, 
and of unknown etymology), one in the Dizh e nipisht (the ‘Castle of the 
Writings ’) 

And ; “ S(a)hpuhr SAHanSAH S artaxsu’an nipikohac 6 AZ deno 

APAC 0 ham A^VURtan L pacen 0 ganj e sapikan 

(saspikan) dastana framuto.” 

“ By Shahpuhr, king of kings, son of Ardashir, was ordered to collect 
again also the non-religious writings . . . and to keep a copy in the 
Shapikan treasure-house.” 

In the Shahrehd e £rdn, another work composed during the earlv 

Alubammadan period, under the chapter “ Samarkand ”, it is said, that 
Kaikhusrau, the mythical representative of the historical Arsacid Artahan II., 
founded the Varhran-Fire of Samarkand, and “ PAS zartust d^no AWURt 
AZ framau vistc\sp-s(a)h WCC fargart PA dene dipewarih PaA t&ytakoha 
ZABen kand U nipist V PA ganj e AX ata/s XIHAT. U PAS gujastak 

sukandar sd/t ITT aANDAR 0 daryap APKAXt denkard e haft ^vatayan.” 

“Afterwards when the reliuaon had been brought by Zardusht, 120Q 

chapters in religious writing Avere engraved and Avritteu on gold tablets and 
deposited in the treasure-house of that Fire by order of king Vishtasp, and 
afterwards by the cursed Alexander was Imrnt and thrOAvn into the sea the 
Denkard of seven kings.” 

These passages make it clear that the great Fires Avere at the same time 
official archives. And the description Avhich Byzantine authors give of the famous 
fire-temple at Ganjak, the capital of Adliarbaijau, allude also to the royal 
treasures kept at those places. We don’t need to discuss here, whether tlie 
Ganj d Shahikan and the Ganj e Shaspikan or Shapikan, are identical or 

not. Personally, I think they are. But the conclusion is obvious, that tlie 

Fire-temples contained archives and treasure-houses, and ShdMbhid’ , the 

Boval sc. treasure-house, is a fit name for a Fire. 

Another ascertained fact is that Shahikan was the surname of the 

town of Alarw. It Avas called so by the early Arabs who established there 

the cciitre of their government of Khorasaa, only continuing Avhat had been 
so at least during the late Sasanian period. It is called so also in the early 
Persian romance of Wes and llamin. Tlie surname distinguishes this MarAV 
from the other one, Alarwrot, situated farther south. 

In the Pahlavi book of Zarer, composed ah. the beginning of the Vlth 
century, Marw has the surname “ Zoroastrian ”, and in the first fargard of 
the Vtdevddt, a work of the early Arsacid period, we find a surname of 

c 2 
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similar meaning, viz.: “the strong Marvr, the holy”, literally the “truthful, truth- 
cultivating-oue”. These last two surnames characterize Marw as a centre of 
Zoroastrianism, in opiiosition — exactly tlie opposition evident from the two 
groups of coins to Balkh, tlie great centre of Buddhism, the seat of the 
Barmacid priest of the IShuivihara. The Zoroastrian Marw must have had a 
great Fire-temple, and 1 think it is only logical to attribute a similar 
meaning to the first surname and to regard it as the name of even that 
Fire. Flejice, iMarw 4 Shahikau means Marw with the Shahikan-Temple. The 
similarity Ijetween the ideogram of the surname, and the real name 

'iibio. , or suits wholly the spirit of Pahlavi scribes. 

The observations that the mint-name appears under the form of an ideo- 
gram, and that the surname replaces the original name of the town, do not 
militate against this identification. Another ideogram is i.e., DAB, the 
“Porte”, the exclusive symbol for the mint of Ctesiphon on the coins, and 
tlie official surnames completely replace the old local names in official 

use during the Sasanian period, like Arta/Mr-yvarreh for older Guvfiar, 
later Gor, Bi-an-yvarreh-(or -farra/-kirt-)Sahimhr for old Susa (later Shush) 

Yeh-antiy6y-§ahpuhr (Guiideshapur) for old Bet-Lapat, AMw-Shahpuhr for old 
Aparshahr, etc. Marw was the residence of Ardashir I. for a while, after 
he had conquered the Kushan realm. It was also for a long time one of 
the lai’ii'cst mint-towns of Iran. The first mint-names appear on the coins of 
Yarliran lY. (388-99). After Yarhran Y. (430-38), the town apjiears under 
tlie form of MLKY and of ML, which might he an abbreviation of IVILKY 
as well as of IMLY'Y, of Shfdiikan and of Marw. After the catastrophe 
of Peroz in the Hephthalite war, Marw was lost, and its name disap- 
pears from the coins of Yalagsh and of the first reign of Kavat. Then it 
reappears and continues until the end, witli the exception of the coins of 
some of the short-lived kings of the troubled period between Khusrau II. and 
Yazdkirt III. The last Sasanian coin of Marw dates from the year 20 of 
Y’azdkirt III. (G51-2), the year when he was murdered, like the last 
Achaemeuid, in the neighbourhood of the town. But we must not forget 
that these last coins may jJossibly be the first coins of the Arabs. The mint 

survived and issued silver coins of the Sasanian tjqie until the reform of 

Abdulmalik, when it was changed into one of the great L^mayyad mints, 

and as iMarw e Shahejan it still appears on the coins of Khfins of 
Khiva. 

Before continuing the decipherment of the Kushan legends, I mu.st 
refer to still a third name of a mint-town, but only as a plausible 
siurgestion. The silver drachms of Per6z Kushfin.shiih, son of Ardashir I., m 

the Brit. Mus., have at the place where MLKY appears on the Rawlimson 

aureus, the signs ^jooo, which may he read either SMa or YYa, with all 
the possible variants (it is not impossible to take the y as a very small /). 

I propo^^e the reading Samarkand. Samarkand, the capital of Soghd, formed 

one satrapy together with Balkh, during the Achaemenian period. There is 
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every probability that it belonged to the Kuslian realm. And there is no 
historical reason against that assumption during the third century A.D. 
But we have no means of proving it ; for the only scientific method of 
establishing the identity of the Sasauian mint-monograms with certain towns, 
viz., by proving the continuity down to the IJmayyad period, is wanting here, 
Samarkand was lost to Iran early in the fourth century, and hence does 
not appear among the Sasanian mint-towns nor on the ITmayyad coins. 

The mint-monograms in Sasanian numismatics have been treated bv the 
older authors, Thomas, Dom and Mordtmann, with a comprehensible arbitra- 
riness, but by the latest writers, de Morgan and Parruck, in an inexcusably 
unscientific spirit. Iseither has the slightest notion how to attack the problem. 
The Umayyad mint-names are written in full and in a clearly legible script. 
We must classify them according to the administrative divisions of the early 
Muhammadan empire, which was only a continuation of the Sasanian adminis- 
tration, and endeavour first to identify the Umayyad names with the 
Sasanian abbreviations. There exist a number of Sasanian monograms as 
well as of Umayyad and early Abbasid mint-towns. These must be attri- 

buted according to geographical and historical indications. In suggesting 
identifications for the remaining monograms, we must preferably refer to the 
official names of the Sasanian towns, and then to the common names, as 
found in the Shahrdhn e £rdn and other Pahlavi books. Some Sasauian 

seals and seal impressions of purely official character present in the centre 

the same abbreviations as the coins, and at the margin the same names 

written in full, e.g., Be-Shahpuhr ; Amul Urukh 

'>.yioyv, 2 iifm 322 bDP 2 a ; the district East of Baghdad pu2ijriiJ2232bD02^ 

These are of great help. 

The reading of the letters n^‘> as SMo “ Samarkand ”, seems to me free 
from objection, but I do not need to insist upon it here, as no conclusions 
are to be drawn from this suggestion. But in comparing the two groups of 
coins, fixed by their mint -names as belonging either to Balkh or to Marw, 
we must note the very interesting facts, that the Sasanian Kushan coinage 
with legends in Greek Kushan script was that of Balkh, the one with 
Parsik legends that of Marw ; that the cup-shaped aurei belong to Balkh, 
those of Sasanian style to Marw ; that no silver coin at all belongs to Balkh, 
but all to Marw or Samarkand ; that the Rev. types of non-Zoroastrian 
character or with clearly Buddhist character, like Siva and the Kandi bull, 
tbe king adoring before Buddha, Mithra on the throne in half-profile all non- 
Sasaniau types, belong to Balkh or perhaps to Samarkand ; and tliat onlv 
Hormizd on the tlirone under a dais and a special archaic tA'jie of the fire-altar 
belong to Marw. 

With these facts set forth we may now proceed to study the remainder 
of the legend on our first cup-shaped gold coin from Balkh, that on the 
Reverse. The reverse legend is the same on all the coins, but it soon 
degenerates and only the earliest can be used for the purpose of decipherment. 
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The reverse type is developed from that of the late Bazoddv coins which 
bear the legend okpo, a surname of Siva. Hence we expect to find 
something similar in our legend, the more so as the Pdroz silver coin 
contains also tlie name of the god in its reverse legend. There is always the 
same long Avord to the right of the standing god and the bull, and the 
same short word to the left of the hull. It is possible to read the short 
word lOZAO, yozdo. The objections are, first, that we disregard in this 
case the last letter 0 ; secondly, that there are no means of proving that 
the first letter is I. Almost the same word occurs on a Xicolo seal pub- 
lished by Cunningham, on Avliich a Sasanian prince is represented adoring 
before the Indian god Vishnu, a counterpart of the coins of Per6z, represent- 
ing that king adoring before Puddha. The only difference in the AA'ord is 
that t> replaces Z. The first vowel on the seal looks like A, and hence we 
ought to transcribe yazcls also on the coins. Cmfortunately, the seal inscrip- 
tion is apparently non-Iranian ; its letters might be read in this way : 



Fig. 3. — Tu&criptif'n on Nicolo Seal. 

TAfOPAO lApAOO AT/X- 

The first tAVo letters are not clearly distinguishable, the last one is 
absolutely uiikuown, the last but one is doubtful, in each case partly on account 
of the shortening of the letters in the photograph. The A’alne i of our sign 
cannot he 2)roved, liecause does not assume this round shape either on the 
Great Knshan coins, u( r on the AAA raman parcliments ; and on the subsequent 
Chionite coins, as Ave shall see presently, it lias the same straight shajie as 
of old. On the other hand, the sign in question looks much like a on the 
Greai Kiishan coins and in the AAAraman parchments, hut this letter is pre- 
ferably connected Aiith the following ones from aboAm, and not, as in our 
case, from heloAv. Hence we are just as unable to proAW that it is a. 

The long' Avord at tlie right contains clearly the letters in the middle, 
accompanied on both sides by a ligature, looking like connected double oo or 
ao or So, hut liardly ou. Put this ligature is ;not used in the same aaiia^ 
in, e.(j., Qopo//pavo oovopxo o/ipogo^Ao ; hence it is apparently neither wo nor 
do. The last letters resemble aa, aud in a I'cav cases they are folloAved by 
three more signs. Curiously enough, this A\ord, too, has its counteiqiart on 
another Amethyst seal published by Cunningham. Tliere AA'e see; 

[r©^V@ or Bopzorpjj'o 

Fig. 4 — Inscription on Amethyst Seah 

Tlie last four letters are hardly leiiihle on the plate, and Cunningham tran- 
scribes his A’ersion of them in different way at two places and is of no help. 
Comparing the scrijit of the AAvruman parchments, it becomes evident that they 
nre ligatures of the same type. The heginning P is doubtless on the seal. 
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but seems to me to be erroneous and influenced by his reading of that seal, 
wherever he thought to recognize it on the coins. Once, as our table shows, 
the compound letter is replaced by a sign which looks like w, but has in 
these legends the signification m, p,. The word horzo- of the seal has quite 
a Parsik appearance; so, too, would oorzo-. But almost nothing caii be 
established with certainty. The god is evidently Siva, who had lost two of 
his heads and one pair of arms already on the late Vasishka coins, but I do 
not know of any surname of his resembling the word on the coins. The 
assumption may be wrong, and instead of suggesting any surnames of Siva, 
rendered or translated into Parsik, we must consider the possibility that the 
reverse legend, which resembles the iion-Iraniau legend of the seal, is not 
Parsik like that of the obverse, but in the Kushan language. 

If we look once more at the table showing the legejids of the cup- 
shaped aurei, we find in lines 5 to S a fresh name : oqfOMozno, or Ohr°mozcU . 
The title does not vary. The preceding word boyd is missing but this is of 
no importance, since the Parsik coins of tlie same king give him the title 

“ mazdesn baj9 ”, and he has all the emblems of a member of the Sasanian 

family. On the last of his coins, taken from Cunningham’s PI. V, R (put 
into the right order), ave remark a longer title, viz., inhnn9ll9. The samb 
higher title is borne by the king on the Bawlinson aureus and perhaps 
on a copper coin of the Marw group. Ujifortunately, a photograph of the 

gold coin in question has not been shown by Cuuiiingham, and Avhen looking 

through— although quickly — the cup-shaped aurei of the British Museum, I 
could not find it there. (A fine specimen hr ‘Don Hackin’, Cabinet des 
Medailles.) 

The script of the two Berlin specimens is very close to that of the 
first coin discussed. But there is a noticeable uncertainty in the letter p,; 
the first has the normal Greek form, also found in the Awr. parchme 7 its 
(those 'nave two diflereut p, of which tlie smaller one is that of the 
Parthian coins) and in looking down the lines, we understand how, with 
the next coins, the p reaches a shape similar or identical with w. Tlie h, 
too, begins to vary, a change that makes us understand the twofold shape 
it assumes in the sulisequent legends : one shape for the beginning of a 
word, perhaps a sort of uncial, and another one in the interior, e.g., in idh. 
This movement continues and ends quite consequently in the shape the h offers 
on the coins of the kings of Zabul (11. 25-30). The name of the third king 
in our table (11. 9-14) is the same as tliat of the second, but invariably written 
in a different orthography which reveals a change in the pronunciation : 
yMOPMZAO, Iwniizdi), instead of oqpoMOz<J.o, oliromozd. To distinguish the two 
kings, I write their names always according to the orthograpliy of their 
coins. Script and change of name, together, do not allow us to attribute the 
coins to one and the same king Hormuzd. The main attribute and means of 
distinguishing the coins, the crowns, are also different, as well as the 
whole style of them. Cunningham did not remark the difference, and it 
is evident that in his description he has made mistakes. He shows on 
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Plate IV, 3, tlie kin" Hormzda, without the globe, tind he describes in the 
text (no. 3 & 4 ) the king Ohromozdo with the globe; in the text he gives 
the legend as reproduced in our table 1. 7, while on the plate appears 
that reproduced in 1. 9. 

So far the sequence of the legeuds does not jiresent palseographical 
difficulties. But the following ones are less easy to arrange. There are 
three king.s, the first with a jjair of ram’s horns, the second with a zigzagged 
cap, the third with three palmettos. The fii’st and second (11. 15-18) have 
the name Vorohran, like the first king of the whole group; the name of the 
last is illegible. The title ho'( reappears on all the coins, the mint-town 
PayXo on the Berlin specimen of the ram’s hom king. The letter h has in 
some cases an archaic shape. But in contradistinction to these signs of an 
earlier age, there is no longer any difference between O and A, and almost 
none between X and K, both of which have assumed a decidedlv changed form, 
resembling an X ; the Z too has changed, and on one of the coins 
the h has already tlie shape it shows on the much later coins of Zabul. 
As the tyi)e of the coins, Rev. and Obv., is decidedly changed for the worse, 
and as this difference in style cannot he explained on grounds of greater 
acre, because it does not asree with the preceding Bazoddv coins, Ave must 
conclude that this second grouii of cu])-shaped aurei followed the other- 
one. Compared among tliemselves, it is apparent that the coins of Vorohran 
Avith the ram’s horns are the first coins of the second group. 

Xext comes a coin of a third Vorohran, with a croAA'ii much like that 
of the first king, the tAAo roAvs of pearls Ireing replaced by a zigzag, Jrut 
the style is totally clianged : it marks a step farther in the deA^elopment that 
began under Ids predecessor. The symbols in the field, too, are different. 
Let it be noted, also, that the legend is already faulty : e.g., oo^opo with- 

out X, xooovo Avitli 0 for p and aii v that looks faulty, but, judged by 
tlie script of the Awraman parchments, might be a more cursive form, and 
lastly, a quite new shape of p in s'l/ia and the h of the Zabul coins. 

Line 19 of our table shoAvs the legend of the last king of the 

group, debased like the Aiiiole type of the coin. The legend must be consi- 
dered as no Icngcr legible. There is a silver coin in the Calcutta Museum 
with a bust 1 tearing exactly the same crown and one might feel inclined to 
attribute both to tlie same king. TJnfortunately, the legend of the silver piece 
(see pi. 2, no. 20), though perfectly aa'cII Avritten, resists any attempt at read- 
ing; it ends in -rln'i'm, but no less clear is the fact that there AA'as no va- 

preceding it, but something like pyd- or perhaps ps-. On the aureus the 

name seems to begin Avitli an d/-. Until further evidence is furnished by 
new finds of coins, I should prefer to consider the sih'er piece as a later 

imitatio!!, in the .same sense as other Sa.sanian Kushan coins have been 
imitated by the Chionites and Hephthalites. 

The Copper coins with Kushan and with bilingual legend.s, add but 
little to our knOAvledge. The reA-erses, as far as they are legible at all,. 
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contain traces or parts of the reverse legend of the cup-shaped aurel. The 
reverse inscription of Hormzde is entirely repeated on some copper coins 
(Table 1, line 21). Two coins in the British Museum and two in my own 
possession give together most probably the legend (Table 1, line 2) poSopo 
[oo^o^KO Koj po>»«)poyo perhaps ponopo. This king wears a crown of three 
pinnacles of a palmette-like design, surmounted by large pearls. Other coins 
of another king with the normal crown of Shapixr II show clearly the legend 
(Table 1, line 23) poBopo 

This orthography of the name presents a problem. NP. has preserved 
the pronunciation p of the middle consonant. Greek authors write mostly 
SaTTwp-/;', SocTtop’/]? but not seldom Sapcop-/]:;. Ammianus and Zosimus, the his- 
torians of Julian the Ajxostate, render the official name of the town Anbar, 
Perdz-sahpuhr, by Pirisabora, BYjpaapcopa. So Gundesahpuhr is rendered by 
Theophylakt by BevSeicaPopcov. The Talmud and Syriac authors, since the 
time of Shapur II., regularly have Tiaa/ with b. Hence, it seems that the 
name had one official, archaic form, from which is derived XP 
besides, at least since the time of Sh&pur II., a vulgar form with b, reflected 
by the other foreign renderings and the Kushan coins. The vowel was 
not 6, in spite of the Greek renderings ; for it rhymes with dirr in Wes 
u JRcmhi, and -per with dastur in the Shahiiame. ^Ye learn, that Kushan 
0 stands also for e and must, therefore, transcribe the name, saber. 

The Greek Kushan aljffiabet continued to be used after the Sasanian 
period. There are three silver coins distinctly l)elonging together, 

which show an imitation of the coins of the middle period of Shahpur 
II, with the large symbol X in the field, and the legend shown in Table 1, 
lines 24 and 25. The legend consists of two words, of which the second is 
clearly 010X0. This name is to Aw. hyaonu, Pars, j^iyondn, Lat. Chionitae, 
exactly as 'ookpKo is to Huvishka. The first word must be either the name 

or the title. It begins with X and probably XFO. Me must expect some- 

thing corresponding either to the name Grumbates, or to the title hliaqan. 
Two specimens of the coin are reproduced in drawing by Wilson, Ariana 
Antique, one of them by Cunningham after a photograph, a third spe- 
cimen, in the possession of M. Parruck, in a cliche which does not per- 
mit the use of a magnifying lens. The legends of the first two coins are 

apparently identical, in spite of some differences in the designs ; the third one 
is of another type, but certainly not the fanciful Parsik legend as Parruck 
reads it. It stands half way between the first two legends and those of the 

earliest Hephtlialite legends, from which the next example (1. 26 in our 

Table) is taken. This one is written from right to left. The last word, left 

of the head of the bust, like that on Parruck’s coin, is clearly sdhd-, I 
believe the first to be Hptl. 

The next legends (11. 27 and 28) belong to different Hephtlialite kings 
whose legend is simply poho zoboa i.e. saha Zabul. The last two legends 
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Ijelonu' to later coins of tlie of Kliusrau Painv^z, and contain the 

words CPI (Doho Sri' So It. aim, in adding these legends here, is only 

to slioAv that the script suiwived for a long time ; AA’liieh Avere the last 
sliapes assumed liy certain of tlic Greek letters; and that the first Chionite 
coins folloAA' immediately the Sasanian Kuslian coins during the reign of 
Shapur II. 

So far the arrangement of the coins lias been based entirely on palaeo- 
graphic e\idence. The numismatic or arcl ideological eA’idence confirms this 

arrangement. I liaA'e studied 19 coins of the cup-shaiied group, belonging 
to the Britisli ISIuseum, the Berlin Cabinet and the Ermitage. I liaA'e 

examined the specimens in the Kabul Museum, hut I liaAm not seen those 

ill Paris. I reiiiemher reading a description liy Drouiu of some of them, 
and find on an old note “ Drouin, Itev. 1896 pi. V. coll. Blanc, 

Hormuzd AA'itli helmet AAuth lion’s head, Yarliran AAntli zigzagged erOAvn, Varh- 
ran Aiith palmettes.” I am unable to A'erify at the present Avhether Drouin 
treats the specimens puhlislied by Cuniiingliam or others. As far as I can 
see, the other coins belong to the same six kings as those I have studied. 
The oliA’erse of the coins inA'ariahly sIioaa's tlie tyjie described at the begin- 
ning of this article, the re\'erse alAA'ays the god SiAm standing AAuth the 
Kandi hull. The tyjie is derived from that of the Bazodev coins, and their 
immediate imitations, and not from those last coins of the Kuslian type 

that form the transition to the Gipita coinage, and Avhich I regard as the 

coinage of the successors of the Great Kushans in the Kabul Amlley, the 
KohuJshohs under Sasanian suzerainty. 

The cup-shaped aurei sIioav, first and foremost, one external difference : in 
spite of the strongly defined cuji-shaped profile, and in spite of their thin- 
ness, tlie coins classified as the older group are equally Avell executed on 
both sides, AAdiereas the reverses of the second group are more or less 

imperfectly executed, — OAving, apparently, to a decay of technicpie. 

I'he chid means of distinguishing the coins are the crowns of the kings, 
exactly as on the imperial Sasanian coins. I Avmnt to enijihasize here the 
fact, that CA'en to-day, Avhen avc are much adAmnced in reading the legends 
of the imperial series, the classification is mainly based upon the distinctive 
croAvns, not on the readings of the legends, of Avhich an astonishing number 
are faulty or Avorse. In looking through Parruck’s large AA’ork on Sasanian 
coins, one might gain a contrary impression, but that would be an error ; 
his readings, in so far as they are not simply reproduced from previous 
ones, are ])hantastical or incorrect, and Avherever the principle of arrangement 
according to the crowns is departed from, e.g., where he is classifying Kuslian 
coins as Sasanian ones, the attribution is a priori wrong. 

Although the different croAvns of the Sasanian kings have never been 

adequately studied and although I have had the whole material prepared long 
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since, I must postpone the publication of it until I am able simultaneously 
to publish large photographs of the heads of the great Sasanian sculp- 
tures. Not a single one of the Sasanian crowns is reproduced exactly by the 
Kushan kings. As a general rule, the former are richer. That is only to he 
expected when we remember the extraordinary rich and complicated crowns, e.g., 
of the firan-ambarakpet on the large carnjelian seal in the Brit. Museum, the 

crowns of the Hephthalite 
kings (fig. o), and the 
figures represented on the 
paintings of Central Asia. 
The crowns of the Kushan 
governors stand half-way 
between, according to their 
geographical and histori- 
cal position. Whereas the 
crowns of the Sasanian 
w/w vr emperors are full of em- 
^ blems alluding to their 
Zoroastrian religion, the 




Kushan crowns are poor 


Fig. 5. — Crowns of Hephthalite king^. 


in religious emblems. 


The first Vorohran (fis. 6) liears a cap, widening a little at the top. 



adorned with two rows of huge pearls, with the 
narrow ditidem, the emldem of royalty, at the lower 

edge, the two ends of which float liehind the cap. 
This cap is surmounted by a [globe covered with 


Fig. 6. — Crown of Vomhrane 
Coin No. 7 a. 


large leaves, somewhat like a rose bud. The next 




king, Ohromozd (fig. 7) 
wears a helmet of Sa- 
sanian style, peaked 
forward at the top and 
fronted by a lion’s 
head. Tlie crest of 
the helmet consists of 
the lion’s mane. The 
diadem at the lower 


[Fig. 7.— Crown of Horiuizd I, Kfishaiishahanshah. 


Coins Nos. 9 a and b, and 10* cd^G of th.G IigJiiiGI llHS 


two floating ends. The helmet is surmounted by the same flower-like glolie. 
This kind of helmet, surmounted by an animal’s head, whether of a lion, a 
horse, an eagle, or of the Sasanian hippokamp, is, on the great sculjdures as 
well as on some coins, the exclusive emblem of the members of the royal 

p 'Z 
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family next to tlie throne, including the queen. Shapiir I wears such a helmet 
on the unique coin in the British Museum which he issued as heir to the 
crown and co-regent. 

The third king, Hormzd, (fig. S) has almost the same head-dress, but the 



Fig. 8. — Crown of Hormzd. Coin Xo. 15 c. and d. 

crest of the helmet is formed by a row of large pearls, and he has neither the 


diadem nor the globe. On all sculptures 
the indispensable attributes of a ruling 
diadem signifying royalty, the globe the 
the absence of these symbols, confirmed 
is also missing in the legend, we must 
Sasanian. 

The first king in the second group. 



and coins the globe and diadem are 
member of the Sasanian house, the 
celestial origin of the family. Prom 
by the fact that the attribute Saye 
conclude that this king was not a 

Vorohran, (fig. 9) has a crown con- 



Fig. 0.— Crown of Varhran I, Kuslianshah. Coins Xo. 18 a. and b. 

.sisting of a row of pearls over the narrow diadem, and above them a pair 
of large ram’s horns, surmounted l)y the usual flower-like globe. Ammianus 
Mareellinus, the historian of Julian the Apostate, tells us that bhapur II 
wore a pair of ram’s horns on his helmet in battle; his crown was the 
mural crown of Ardashir I and Shapin' I, but he did not of course go into 
the field with the crown on his head, but with a royal emblem on his 
helmet. This emblem signifies the “ Iranian Majesty ”, which, according 
to the story hi the Kih’inhnak e Arta'/sh e PrXpaMn, followed Ardashir 
on his flight from the court of Ardavan V in the shape of a huge 
ram of extraordinary beauty. Although there are slight differences, we 
must surely attribute, with Smirnoff, the finest and oldest of all the 
Sasanian silver dishes, published by him on pi. XXV, no. 53, and discovered 
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at Kertchewa in the Province of Perm, to the king on our coins. Fig. 10 repre- 
sents the head of the king portrayed 
on the dish ; the pearls are much 
reduced here, or, rather, they are 
much exaggerated on the coins, and 
the hair is bushv and curlv, not 
plaited as on the coins, while the 
globe is only fluted, not covered 
with leaves. But the same fluted 
globe is worn by two other Kushan 
kings on coins, and by the king 
of the famous cameo of the Biblio- 
theque Natioiiale, wrongly attrilju- 
ted to Shapur I, in which the 
Greek influence is so strong, and 
which must be considered, therefore, 
as an Eastern work, more dependent 
on Graeco- Bactrian art than the 
Fig. 10. -Head of VarhiAn I from silver dish, Ermitage. normal Sasailiail WOrks. And the 

same change in the hair-dress appears on the sculptures and coins of Narseh 
Shahanshah. The differences are not important enough to postulate another 
king Avith the ram’s horns. The sih’er dish has an inscription on its back that 
has not yet been deciphered. It is apparent that the writing is Soghdian, 
and that the scrijit stands midAA'ay between the old Soghdian document discover- 
ed by Sir Aurel Stein and attributed by him to the first century A.D., and 
the great number of much later Soghdian manuscripts. The inscription reads : — 





— ^ ^ 




Fig. 11. — Soghdian inscription on silver dish of Varhran I. lEnnitage). 



A number of the letters are clearly legible like ^ ^ , 

At and A./.! The letters are not quite as certain, 

and a greater uncertainty still attaches to the letters and 

Without entering here into a long discussion of my reading, I propose to read 
the first word MarY-yA'ataaA’ “Lord of Marw ”, and the last word satrevar, 
the name of the month. As y and y are identical in Soghdian, and doubling 
of consonants is not expressed in Soghdian and Pahlavik, there is only one 
y instead of yy. The third word is the number XIX or XXIX ; ar anv rate 
it is a number. Hence the last word is more probably the month sati'9Kar 
than the title satr<)yih. I am unable to venture any reading for the second 
Avord, AA’hioh might be a word for the dish. The inscription is preceded bv 
a Sasanian monogram, in which the letter 2 occurs three times as in the 
name Varhran, V and R being identical in Parsik. 




24 


KUSHAXO-SASANIAN COINS. 


The second king of the second group (fig. 12) has almost the same 



crown as the first Vorohran, with the only difference 
that a zigzag replaces the two rows of pearls. That 
difference alone would not he sufficient to separate 
the coins, the more so as the names are identical. 
But there is the marked difference of the script and 
the entire difference of the style of the coins which 
make the separation obligatory. 


Fig. 12. — Crown of Vorohran II 


Ku-'hanshah. Coin Xo. 21 . 


The last erown of the "’old coins, that of the king with the illegible 

legend (fig. 13), consists of three palmettos, arranged 
like the three pinnacles of a mural crown, with 
diadem and fluted globe. Beside the floating ends of 
tlie diadem there appear the ends of a second ribbon 
tied to the globe. The same crown reapjiears on 
tlie silver coin, already mentioned, of the Calcutta 

J. i./. V,iW»Tll V/J. ' V 

Kushanshah. Coin No. 22a. Museuiii, wliicli might he a ^lai’w issue of the 
same king or a later imitation, and the same crown is very nearly copied by 
two or three of the Kidara kings. Its origin is the turreted crown showing 
three pinnacles, which belongs to the God Horinuzd and the goddess Anahit, 
and which liad been adopted by xkrdashir I., Shapur I and II. It formed 
the main part of most of tlie Sasanian crowns, and has been revived by Beza 
Shilb Pahlavi at tlie present day. The end of the artistic development of 
this type is the merely decorative crown of the Kidara kings. 

Before examining tlie other distinctions between these coins, we must add 
some more crowns, which occur only on copiier coins and on silver coins 
of the Marw’ series. 

First we have Beroz, son of Ardashir I., on the two important silver 
coins of the Brit. ^Museum. The crown (fig. 14) takes the form of an Egyptian 




F^g. 14. — Cro^Mi of PtTOZ I Kushan&bah. Coin No. 5. 
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cornice, consisting of leaves with the top bent forward, every leave surmounted 
Ijy a pearl. The diadem is tliere, but no globe. Very similar to it is the 
crown of a king (fig. 1.5) of whom I possess a co])per coin, unique as far 



as I am aware. The leaves are broader, and less in number, and there are no 
pearls. Tlie legend is quite obliterated, but the name must liave l)een a very 
short one. Anotlmr king (fig. 16) has the large pearls and the same diadem as 



Fig. 16. — Crown of Sliapur I Kush^iis«hah. Coin.-^ No, 3 a & b. 


Peroz, also no globe, but the crown itself has the shape of three pinnacles that 
begin to assume the shape of palmettos. His name is most probably Shdh- 
pvhr, and he belongs to the first ones of the group. 
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Otlier coius continue to show a caji with a single row of large pearls (fig. 17), 



Fig. 17. — Crown of Honuizd-Ormies. 
Coin Xo. 24a. 


to which is attached a i)air of eagle’s uungs, 
tlie whole surmounted hy the striped globe. 
The eagle’s wings on the Great Kushan 
coius are the attribute of the god 
opAArNO,, i.e., VrOrayua, Varlunn, but the 
name of the king is Horuiizd Kushanshah. 
A very similar crown is worn by Hormuzd 
II Shahanshah, the difference being simp- 
ly the shape and position of the globe. 
Lastly, there is on several copjDer coins a 



kins (fig- 18) wearing a cap, broadening at the top, and 

fluted like the cap worn by Narseh Shahanshah, with 

a diadem, and surmounted by a crescent encircling the 

o-lobe. The crescent, the symbol of the moon-god Mah 

is one of the most common emblems of the Sasanian 

imperial crowns. It is found alone, without a crown, 

onlv combined with the diadem, on a silver dish of 

which Smirnoff’s atlas shows a drawing (PI. XXXIV, 

Fig. is.-Ciown of PeiAz II. q2) ; it was acquired by Sir Alex. Burnes from the 

treasury of the Amirs of Badakhshan in 1829 (fig. 19). Among my onn com 

there is one copper piece with the same diadem and 

crescent onlv, which seems to be pre-^asanian, and to 

belong to a certain class of Sub-Arsacidau coins from 

the region of Bukhai*a and Samarkand. PinalB , the 

gold coins of the Marw series, which had been 

attributed to Varhran III., but which I claim as coins 

of Xarseh, shoAv the usual crown of Aarseh, but like 

his sculpture at Xaqsh-i-Rustam, without the large 

palmettes surmounting the upper edge of the cap, and 

the coins of Shapur II Shahauslmh, of the Marw group, 

Fig. 10. — Citiwu of 1 King on like his small copper coius with Xushan legends 

silver Dish. A. Bunies. " ’ 

the usual mural crown of that king, only the jewels which adorn the crown 
tire more luimerous than on the u^iial Sastinitiii coins. 
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The whole eNeciition of the caip-shaped aurei of the first three kings 
is of remarkahlv good workmanship. The composition of the figures in the 
circle, the relation between the design and the field, are well balanced. The 
figures are tall, on the coins of Hormzde very slim. The coins of the later 
three kings show a total change; the workmanship is inferior, the proportions of 
the figures are grotesque, the head with the crown measurhig more than half 
the length of the Iwdy, and the design fills the ground completely. 

The coins of the first three kings are of one style. There is movement 
in the body, the right hip slightly bent outward, the middle of the body seen 
in three-quarter profile, a remarkable difference in the perspective design of 
right and left shoulder and arm-pit (a problem which Sasanian art never succeed- 
ed in solving even in its master-pieces), the hands are delicately drawn, the 
feet seen slightly from above, with clear indication of tlie heels. All these 
are features found again, in more developed form, in the later Buddhist paint- 
ings of Central Asia. The artist who transformed the type of the Bazod^v 
coins into these Sasanian Kushan coins, was a painter, educated in the tradi- 
tion of Grraeco-Bactrian art. And there can be little doubt that the coins of 
“ hage Yarohrane ”, the king with the pearl-cap, are tlie nearest of all to 
the original, or perhaps the original itself. 

The head is in strict profile, only a little too large. The beard of 
Vorohrane is pointed, like that of the king of the Ermitage silver dish, 
and of the best Sasanian seals. The beard of Ohromozde is cut round. 
The other heads display the distinctively Sasanian fasliion of drawijig the point 
of the beard through a narrow ring, a fashion appearing at first on the 
sculpture of Ardashir I. at Eiruzdbad, and regularly on the sculptures and 
coins of Shapur I., Hormizd I.,— not Varhran I. — but again with Varhran II; 
and all the following kings up to Yazdkirt I. The hair of Vorolirane is 
arranged in parallel plaits, like that of Varhran I., and, before him, of Ardashir 
I. and Narseh. The same coiffure is worn by the other Vorohrane with the 
ram’s iiorns, l)y the king with the crescent, and by the last Vorohrane 
with tlie zigzagged crown. It becomes rare among the Sasanids after Varh- 
rau I.; for the coiffure chosen liy Sliapur I., the bushy curls, replace it, 
as it dees among the Kushan kings. One copper coin of Hormzde in my jiosses- 
.sion is exceptional iii showing this king with the plaits; the same change a pjiears 
among the coins and sculptures of Xarseh. The coins of Ohromozde exliibit 
their inferiority to those of Vorohrane mainly in the head on the oliverse, 
which on these coins is encircled by a halo. The coins of the third king 
Hormzde have lost the lienditig of the hip, and though tlie whole figure 
has become more slim and elegant, it is noticeable that it is copied from 
the Ohromozde coins. 

These slight differences in style and attributes are much more pronounced on 
the reverses. On the coins of Vorohrane Siva’s hetid is in three-quarter profile, 
and the upiier part of the body is covered by a transparent garment that 
discloses the naturalistic modelling of the muscles ; the bull, too, is designed in 

E 



28 


KUSHANO-SASANIAJI COINS. 


the same style. The devices of both sides stand on a base line. Already on 
the coins of Ohromozde, the liead, which is provided with a halo, begins to turn 
from the three-quarter profile to full front-view, the muscles of the body are 
exaggerated and at the same time treated in an abridged manner. The 
change is much more marked on the coins of Hormzde ; the three-quarter 
2)rofile is entirelj^ a1:)andoned, the figure of the god becomes very slim, 
no muscles are shown through the thick garment, every detail is reduced 
to conventional, abridged forms, and there is no feeling for spatial depth. 
It is the same with the bull. The Greek tradition is quickly vanishing. 

The halo assumes sometimes the shape of two large ears, the face resem- 

bles that of prehistoric idols, and the base-line disappears. 

The fire-altar does not change its pre-Sasanian type. The flames on the 
coins of the first Vorohrane are like a scroll-work, rising on both sides 
of the hand ; on the coins of Ohromozde and Hormzde on one side onlv. 
On the later coins they reappear on both sides, but in a clumsy fashion. 

The first coins show over the fire a trident, ending in a small crescent, and 

with two appendages. The swastika and one dot stand between the legs ; 
three dots, the chhitdmani, under the arm-pit; the tri-ratna combined with 
the dharma-cltakra, to the right. The coins of the two Hormizds have the 
same symbols. The three later kings have a similar trident, the appendages 
resembling the snakes on the wand of Asklepios. The swastikas have disappeared ; 
the cMriamani looks like part of the armour, or of the hilt of the sword; 
instead of the tri-ratna symbol there is another one, viz. that of the Xicolo seal 
Avhich enters into the great number of Sasanian monograms, sometimes with 
the addition of a six-rayed star or other emblems. Thus, the symbols in the 

field of the reverses clearly separate the two groups of these gold-coins. 

In the general style of the two subsidiary groups the change is complete. 
Ayhereas in the first much of the ground is left free, the later coins have 
the whole surface filled. The figures of god and king have become broad 
and short, the head mtduly large. Thus the style of the devices and the 
style of the script :ire in close agreement. 

1 now come to two peculiarities that throughout this series and 

must be exxdained without reference to the arrangement of the coins. The 
first is that flames x^rotrude invariably from the shoulders of the king ; 

the second, tliat the tox)-hair of the god is invariably standing on end. The 

flames from the shoulders are a symbol foreign to Sasanian art. On the 
imperial series of coins the only excexdion is Valaghsb, who at the same 
time adopts the x^almettes below the bust, ol)ligatory on the Hex)hthalite coins. 
But all liis successors attach a ijair of small crescents to tlieir shoulders. 
The attaching of symbols to the shoulders therefore begins only witli the 
third X'^riod of Sasanian art. On the other hand, it is quite common on tlie 
Great Kushau coins. Ooemokadxdiises, Kanislika, Huvishka and Bazodev all 
have Ihe shoulder flames, and the last two add thereto the halo. The rayed 
halo of Mihio encircles shoulders as well as head, the crescent of Hao rises 
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from the shoulders, the flames of Athsho protrude behind the upper arms^ 
shoulder and head. This is the old Oriental, the Sumerian way of adding 
divine attributes to figures, and we must suppose that Graeco- Bactrian art 
has here revived a feature long forgotten in the West. The meaning of the 
flames is quite clear; they symbolize the ^rdn-yyarrih, the Iranian glory, 
and to prove it, the best specimens of coins representing the god yyarreh^ 
in Kushan Farro, give hina the same flames. In Buddhist art we find the 
same symbol given to Buddha when represented preaching, and sometimes 
to meditating monks and faqirs. 

The other feature, the bristling top-hair, belongs to Siva. It is his 
peculiar characteristic already on the Great Kushan coins. In Buddhist art 
it is the attribute of malevolent gods or demons, some of whom also have 
the trident, e.g., Mahakala, Garudas and Vajrapanis. It symbolizes the terrify- 
ing aspect of Siva. 

Before proceeding to discuss the historical evidence for or against mv 
arrangement of these coins, I must here add some remarks about the device 
on the copper issues. 

On a unique copper specimen in my possession, which I attribute to 
Shaptir I, the Reverse reproduces that of the cup-shaped aurei (Fig. 20) 




IiG. 20. — Coin No. 2 ; Shapur Kushanshah. 

The obverse shows a god on the throne. It is a god and not the king 
himself; for he holds the Sasanian corona with the long ribbons in his 

hand, — a well-known subject often repeated in Sasanian sculptures and it 

is the prerogative of the god to hold and to bestow on the king this 
symbol of royalty, which became the coat-of-arms of Shapiir I. Besides 
the god hiis the rayed halo, the attribute of Mithra, on the Great Kushan 
coins and on the Sasanian sculptures. Hence, we must call the seated o-od 
Mithra. Next come four coins, two of them in the British Museum, 
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tivo ir. my oTVn possession, of n-hich the obverse shows the Inist of the 

same king {cf. fig. 16) the reverse (fig. 21) a 
god enthroned under a dais. Again it is a god, 
notwithstanding that the device almost exactly 
reproduces the great sculpture of Shajiur I. at 
Shapur, and that the god wears the same 
croA\n as the king ; Imt he has the square 
long Ijeard, and the plaited hair, never met 
with on the sculptures and coins of Shapur, or 
on the obverse of the coins in question, while 
both features belong to the god Hormizd oii 
the sculptures of Ardashir I., and Slidpur I. 
And it is the crown of the god Hormizd, with 
the three large pinnacles, the turreted or mural 
crown, that had been adopted l)y Ardashir I. 
Fig. 21.— Coin No. .3b. and Shapur I, and that constituted the main 

])art of almost all the later Sasaniau crowns. And, once more, the god holds 
the corona in the rigid hand. Hence we must call him Hormuzd. 

The famous silver draclim of Peroz, of the Marw class, shows on the 

reverse the king adoring Ijefore a 
seated god (fig. 22), It is a non- 
Sasanian type, derived from the 
representation of Zeus enthroned, as 
on the Graeco-Bactrian coins of 
Antialcidas and Hermaeus, tlie Saka 
coins of ^laues, Spalirises, Azilises 
and Gondofares, a device which 
u.idcr Kanishka had assumed the 
sigTiification of the Indian moon-god 
Manaoljago. On the coin of Perdz, 
the god still clearly preserves the 
Zeus-type, hut his only attribute are 
the flames that protrude, as on the 
older coins with Athslio on the re- 
verse, from the upper arms, shoulders 
Fig. 22.— Peroz I adorini^ before Buddha. and behind the head of the god. 

Ill Buddhist art, these flames are the attribute of Buddha, cf. Griiawedel 
AKbi'dJJii.st . KuAtstatten in Chines. Turkestan, figs. 3.39-44 and 351-54 from 
Hing-Oi, jiortraying the Buddha preaching, with the shoulder flames combined 
with the round halo behind the head, and the oval halo behind the whole 
body, and figs. b20 and 62l from Hurtuq, which are much more Chinese in 
style. These flames are, as a matter of fact, the origin of that oval halo 
behind the Buddha of which there are numberless examples, and which in 
certain representations preserves the flame motif down to the latest period. 
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In spite of his Greek aj)pearance, the seated Zeus is meant to represent 
Buddha, in accordance with the legend, which, correcting my former reading, 
is to be read : 

Hulda yazde, “ Buddha the god.” The z of i/azde is written 
in a reverse direction, as often on coins, but it is a 2 : and not a n, and I 
replaces the first d, as is clear from the good impressions the British Museum 
was kind enough to send me, and from a repeated study of the originals. 

This change of d into I suppoits my reading; for it is the regular change 
in the East-Iranian dialects. Thus, we have APOOASIIO from Druivdsp, 
and Jdalakhshdn from Hodakhshdn, and we may compare also, though it is 
not the name but only an appelation of the Buddha, the Sak. gijastanu gyasta 
balysa {i.e., yastdnu yasta />alz(i). 

The entire type of this Per6z coin is rex^eated on another silver piece 
of Ho7'mizd vuzurg Kiishdn Shah in the collection of the Institut des Langues 
Oi'inntales de St. PettH'sbourg, where Markoff — recognized only the first two 

letters of the word ME K.T , and also on a small cop^ier coin of the same 

king in the British Museum. 

The normal reverse of the cojiper coins shows a special shape of fire- 

altar (fig. 23) witli the royal ribbons, and, 

instead of the flames, the up^ier part of the 
body of the god Hormuzd, holding in the 
left hand the long scexfire as on the coins 
which x^'^i’tray him enthroned, and in the 
right the Sasaniau corona. The crown of the 
god is in no case preserved, but we should 

ex^iect the mural crown. Lastly, there are 

Fig. 23.-Fire-aitar^wirt the coiiis witl. another fire-altar on the 

reverse, (fig. 21) known from the coins of Ardashir I., with the bust 

of Hormizd, without arms, ajipearing in the 
flames. Elsewhere I have ex^fiained that it 
is Hormizd and not, as it is quite arbitrarily 
called, a “ faricar These details, however, I 
may reserve for the catalogue of coins at the 
end of this article. 

After having thus examined the palaeogra- 
phic and numismatic evidence of the coins, the 
task remains to collect the historical evidence 
we possess, and to see how far it agrees. 

Fia. 24— P^ire-altar of .^dashir type, with ^he quotation of the sources I may be 
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allowed to refer here to Chapter III of my Paikuli-hook, and I shall take 
this opjiortunity of adding some corrections to the jneture of the early 
history of the Sasanian empire which I tried to delineate there. 

We do not know much about events in Eastern Iran during the 3rd 
century A.D. Ardashir I (224-241 A.D.), after having established his rule in 
the West, is said to have made victorious campaigns against Sijistau and Gurgan, 
pursuing his conquests from there to Aparshahr (mod. Khorasan) Marw, 

Balkh, Khwarizm and to the utmost limits of (ancient) Khorasan. After 
the conquest he resided for a while in Marw, apparently to organize the 
administration of the newly conquered provinces, and returned from there 
to Ardashir-khurrah, and after a last campaign on the Arabian side of the 

Persian Gulf, he took up his residence at Ctesiphon, appointing his son Shapur 

Co-regent cind successor even during his life-time. This account of Tabari 

has been called in question, but without sufficient reason. To the various 
documents that confirm some of the details, I want to add here the true 
reading' of the legend of a small official seal in the British Museum, 
vhich I failed to recognize in my Paikuli-book. The legend rims. 

ab 2 hAi’OAj' 2 ^ 2 n 22 jvp 2 iiJ:?}i 2 Q 2 pi 2 b» .o> 2 l>jjoy '23 2p22y<.p2up^i7g.2pp^ darinik IT 

pu?]y(a)t arta/satr dar hamark(a)re “the accountant of the Government of 
Darinik and Puxivat-Ardashir.” 

t 

4Ye must admire the extraordinary acumen of J. Markwart in having 
postulated this form of the name of al-Khatt from the deformed renderings 
of Syr. EXT, Arm. P‘auiatrMr, Arab. and 

Darinik is the island, called to-day Darin, Punyllt- Ardashir the official name 
of the mainland of Bahrain. The nomination of Shapur as co-regent is 
attested by the unique drachm of the British Museum, Avhich gAes to him 
the complete title of his father, but not yet the crown. This drachm of 
Shapur I. with the helmet ending in an eagle’s head, must belong to the 
very last year of Ardasbir’s reign, 240-1 A.D. Ardashir had several sons 
and brothers who occupied certain provincial governorships. 

Shapur I., 241-72, iras crowned on the 20th of March, 242, On that very 
day his younger brother Peroz introduced to him the prophet Maui, bom in 
215-6 in Iraq, and on the same day l)egan Mani’s first public preaching 
in Ctesipiio:i. His preacliing in the M’est must have l)eguu before that 
time, and must have attracted the attention of Perdz there. The Pahlavi 
'took on the “Towns of iron” attributes the “foundation of Mosul,” that 
is, the establishment of the Government of Xot-Ardashir, tO a prince “ Pdrdz d 
Shfihpuhrakan.” M e do not know of any such Peroz, and as the name of 
IMosul proves that the Government was established there l)y Ardashir, the brother 
of Shapur is mistaken here for a sou of Shapur, instead of Ardashir. Then 
Peroz was the first Hot-ArdasirAn-iah, a title which had been mentioned in 
the Pahlavi A yin', t Amah, a kind of Iranian Kotitia Dignitatum. He must 
hare made the acquaintance of Mani there. In 262 A.D., the Manichmans 
appear openly in Garamma, a district of Mosul. As we knoiv that Mani 
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transferred the place of his preaching to the East during Shapur’s reign and 
hiter on fled to an Eastern foreign country, it is improbable that the year 

262 marks the first propaganda in Garamsea ; on the contrary, this district 

seems to have been the theatre of his first teaching before 242, when P§r6z 
was governor of the province. After the accession of Shapur, Man! went to, 
propagate his religion in the East, the reason evidently being that his pro- 
tector Peroz had become governor there. The coins of Perdz Kushansh&h 
show the prince adoring before Buddha. This “ inazda- worshipping god’’ 
must have been of unusual I’eligious tolerance. About the year 2.52 events in 
Khorasan compelled Shapur I to raise the siege of Xisibis and to go there in 
person. He may have “founded” the town of Xewshahpuhr at that time 
(if it was not Shapur II who did so). At any rate the building of the famous 
bridge over the Hare Bud at Pushang near Herat, attributed to him, must 
date from that occasion. He restored the situation in Khorasan, returned to 
Nisibis and took the town. The year 252 A.D. unquestionably marks an im- 
portant change in the Government of Khorasan, which is expressed on the coins 
by the change of titles from vuzurg Kiim.n-sah to vuzurg Ktisdii-sdhnnsdh ; an 
increase in the authority of the prince-governors. The fall of Xisibis was 

followed by that of Hatra ; the last king of that interesting Arab town in 

the Hesopotamian desert, Daiztin, is said to have made a ghazii into the 
Sawad (Pers. Surestan), while Shapur was absent in the East, and to have 
taken prisoner a niece of the king, daughter of bis l)rother Xarseh, who 
appears in the Paikuli inscription and must have been SurestAn-shali at that 
time, Avhereas Peroz had been Xot-Ardashirau-shah. The chronicles further 
relate that Shapur I. nominated his son Hormizd govenior of Khorasan, i.e., 
vuzurg Kmdn-sdU, and that he made him his successor before he died, 

Hormizd I reigned only one year and ten days, 272-3 A.T). As 
Ofomastes he is mentioned by TrehelUus PolUo in his father’s Roman 
campaigns. He may have acquired his surname 'jp TB, read XEH’, “ the 
Valiant” tliere. The strange short word appears in tlie Hajjiabad inscription 
as .r»> or _>?, and is the XP. obsolete Avord ndic, Avhence is derived 
tiewaJc, XP, and moreove" neioahik, Avritten half ideogrammaticalh- 

XP. But Hormizd is also said to have consolidated and extended the 

Sasauian rule in the East. It has ueA’er been sufficiently emphasized that 
neither Ardashir I., nor Shapur I., but this Hormizd is considered bv the 
Karndmah e Artayslr as the true founder of the unity and monarchy of 
Iran. This must refer to his successful Avork in Khorasan. (Perhaps only 
a motif of an old saga !). An isolated notice that he waged war there, is 
found in Mas’udi’s Avorks. Hence, from the historical evidence, we must 
expect to find coins of Hormizd foIloAving those of Perdz someAvhere between 
252 and 272 A.D., but the material is too scanty to ailoAV us to know 
Avhether he was Kushanshah during the Avhole tAventy years or onlv during- 
part of them. The silver drachm in the collection of the Institvt des Langues 
Orientales at Petersburg, Avhich belongs to one Hormizd vuzurg Kulhi 
mhdnsdh, reproduces on the obA-erse the design and the legend of the 
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Eaivlinson aureus of Hormizd iu the British Museum, and on the reverse 
the device of the Berdz diachm; the king adoring Buddha. There can be no 
tetter numismatic pioof tor the identification of the Hormizd of these coins 
U'ith the later Hormizd I. 

He mas succeeded by his brother Varhran 1 (273-76). We do not know 
whether he mas an elder or a younger brother of Hormizd. The fact that 

he succeeded him, is not conclusive. And the other fact, that his son 

and his grandson, ^ arhran II and III, succeeded him before his younger 
brother Xarseh usurjted the throne, speaks more in favour of his being 
the eldest of all the sons of ShSpfir I. Xarseh, mho erased the name of 
Varhran I on his sculpture at Shapur, and rejrlaced it by his omn 

name, and mlio seems to have caused the mutilation of the same sculpture 
and the adjoining one of Varhran II, must have had a special reason to 

hate tlie family of his brother, and may’ be, the simple notice, that Shapur 
1 nominated Hormizd as his successor conceals cin irregular succession, an 
exclusion of k arhran I., in favour of the hero of the Karn&,makd Artakhshir, 
Hormizd, mith the result that Xarseh claimed a better right than 

Va.ihraii I to succeed Hormizd. Of the events during Varhran the first’s 
short reign me bear almost nothin^'. The prophet IMdni mas executed in 
276-7. Mani had propagated his religion under the protection of Fer6z in 
Khorasan. He fled farther east before Shapur 1, more probably to Central 

Asia than to India. This must have been after the change of the 
government of Khorasan in 252, and since Hormizd I appears on his coins 
as Kusl Aiisbah, protecting Buddhism like l)is predecessor Perdz, he seems 

to have been even as tolerant, and me might infer that there mas still 

another Kushanshah after Hormizd under Shapin' I, mho persecuted the 

Manicbaeans by order of Shapur I. This ought to have happened approxi- 
mately during the last ten years of Shajhir’s reign, and me might assume 
that klani’s flight took place from 262 to 272 A.D. He returned after the 
death of Shapur I, me do not knom mhether under Hormizd’s short reign 

or m.der Varhran I, and he is said to have tried to convert that king. 

But he iaihd, a pulilic disputation mas held, Mani mas defeated and 

executed. 

Varhran II (276-93) mas the son of Varhran I. Vopiscus, the Latin 
author of the life of the Emperor Cams, says that, in the year 283 A.D. 
Varhran mas occupied by a “domestic rebellion,” and in 291 a Roman 
rhetor Mamertinus alludes to these events of the near past, saying, that the 
rebellion of his brother Ormies, i.e., Hormizd, mho mas supported against 
the king by the Saka, Kushftn and Gelan, and hence mas at least vuzurg Ktisan- 
sdh, caused Varhran II to make a disadvantageous peace mith Rome, 
ceding, “ s-pon/e ’’—although the sudden death of Cams at Ctesiphon and the 
absence of his successor Diocletian in Western Europe did not necessitate 
such a cession— Armenia and Mesopotamia to Rome. The policy of the king 
mas clever, for the Romans mere to leave Ctesiphon, and, as me learn from 
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the Armeuian Agathias, who used for his history a copy of the official 
documents in the royal archives, he restored not only peace in the East, as 
.ihn Qiilaiha states, but he conquered the whole of Sakastan and made 

his son Varhran III, Sakdiisdh. It has always been the prerogative of the 
heir appai'ent to be governor of the latest conquest, the most important 

possession. Sakastan, including the whole North-TVest of India, became a 
more important province even than the Kiishan country, and we must expect 
to recognize this great change in the Kushan coinage. This happened in 
.284 A.D., and we certainly must not look for Varhran III. Sakanshah among 
the Kushan coins. A fact to be noted, but one which Koeldeke must 

have overlooked, is that the passage in Agafhias excludes every doubt 
about Varhran III. Sakanshah being the son of Varhran II., and not of 
Hormizd I. 

After his father’s death in 293, Varhran III. succeeded, unwillingly, as 
we are told, hut was dethroned after a reign of only four months by his 

gi’and-uncle Narseh, son of Shainir I. I have ah-eady mentioned the fact 

'that the aurei attributed to Varhran III. belong to Narseh, and possibly 
all the silver drachms likewise ; at any rate I know of two of the latter, on 
which the name of Karseh is legible : one in London, one in Lenin- 
grad. On the other hand, these two coins of Narseh, like the third one in 
the Bartholomaei collection, belong to the Marw class, and, as they bear the 
full imperial titles, Ave must accept them as a proof that from Narseh’s 

time oAA'uwards the gOA ernors of Kushan had no longer the privilege of i.ssuing 
gold coins. I feel much inclined to claim likeAvise the aureus of Varhran 
II. in the British Museum for the Marw class, although its legend is 
not arranged in the same AA'ay as oa the Kushan coins, but because it 
has the symbol of the three dots, the cJiintdmani of the Kushan coins, and 
because it presents a striking similarity to another coin of Varhran II., an 
unusual siNer denomination on Avhich I read the Avord MLKY, Shdhikdn 
on the altar shaft. "Whether that be right or not, we should expect 
that the Kushau governors lost the privilege of gold coining in the year 
281, when the heir to the throne was appointed Sakanshrih, and no longer 
Ktishanshah. From Narseh onAA'ards, the gold coinage of Marw is issued 

in the name of the Shahanshah, and this continued probably under 

Hormizd II., though the evidence, the j solidus of the Berlin cabinet, is not 
quite conclusive, and certainly under Shapiir II., of whom Ave haA'e a great 
number of gold coins with the mint-name Shdjiikdn and the full imperial 
title. 

Narseh ruled from 293 to 302. In opposition to my former view, I must 
lay stress here upou the ucav fact, that the internal war of 293 did not lead 
to the loss of Sakastan. This great realm continued to form au integral 
part of Iran. For, of the tAvo Fahlavi inscriptions of Persepolis that I had 
leisure to decipher in 1923, the first is written in the year II (?), i.e., 
310-11, of Shapur II., by Shapur Sakanshah, an elder brother of the infant 
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king, "niio has the titles saJcnnsdh hindd sakastdn u tuyaristdii ddbirun dal'ir, 
“king of Sakastiin, minister of ministers of Sind, Sakastan and Tukharistan”, 
and who is accompanied hv the sakastdn aniarzpet, the “minister of Public 
Instruction of Sakastan”, by the zrang satrap, the “satrap of Sistan” (in 
the modern meaning of tlie name) and other dignitaries. The second inscrip- 
tion is written by Slok, i.e., “ Seleucus, high judge of Kabul”, in the year 
■±7 (?) of Shajnxr I. — the numbers are much obliterated- who, according to this 
record, is paying his homage to Shapiir Sakanshah as his superior, showing 
that even Kabul Imlonged to the lands governed by the Sakanshah at that 
time, and that tlie elder Ijrother of the king ruled the country for an 
astonisliingly long period. From these inscriptions it follows that Karseh must 
successfully have maintained all the Eastern possessions, notwithstanding his 
apparently unsuccessful policy, in the IVest. 

Xarseh’s son was Hormizd II. (302-09). Xothing is known about the 
events in the East during his time, or about an Eastern career of Hormizd 
under Xarseh. But if, as we have seen, Karseh maintained possession of 
Sakastan, Hormizd may have been governor of Sakastan, but not of the 
Kiishan realm. The attribution to him of any coins bearing the name of 
Hormizd is a p7'iori imia’ohable. 

He died probably young, and according to the oriental tradition he left 
no heir when he died. As a matter of fact, Adharnarseh, an elder brother 

of Shapur II., was the first successor of Hormizd, for a few weeks only, and 

as no Kew Year occurred during that time, his reign is not reckoned at 
all in the oriental lists. After his dethronement the dignitaries of the 

empire crowned the unliorn king Shapur II. (309-379) putting into prison 
another elder brother Hormizd, who fled to Home in 323 A.I). and in 363 
accompanied Julian on his Persian campaign. lYe have already seen that 

another elder l)rother of the infant king was Shapiir Sakanshah. During 

the vouth of Shapur IE, “ Turcks and Eomans ” tried to appropriate Iranian 
territories. The name of the “ Turks ” is an anachronism ; it means the 
Cliionitcs. But until 356 the young king was able to maintain his heritage 
intact. In that year, we learn from Arnmian that he was occupied “ in 

extremis regni limitihus ” ; for the Chionites had invaded Bactria. This is 
the year of the inscription of Slok at Persepolis, and the last passage of 

that inscription, the prayer that he might return safely to Kabul, sounds 
like a silent allusion to these events. In 358 Shapur II. was still in Bactria, 

and at la^t concluded an alliance with the Chionites, who from this time on 

represent the old Kuslian realm. This alliance is an acknowledgment of the 
clianged political conditions, Imt by it the king succeeded in attaching the, 
new invaders to his cause, and in 360 the Chionitae and Cuseni appear as 
his allies before the walls of Amida-Uiyarliakr. 

As the Chionites issued silver coins after the model of the drachms of 
Shapiir II. l)ut with legends iji Greek KiishSu script, the year .358 marie s 

the latest time limit for any Sasanian Kushan coin. Hence, the gold coins 
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of SMpur II. of the Marw class, and his copper coins of the BaikVi class, 

mnst belong to the first part of his reign. Not only the aurei, but the 

copper coins also are issued in the name of the Shahanshah. All the coins, 
therefore, of the Sasanian governors or Kushanshahs must be older than 
Shapiir II. And, as a general rule, we can infer from these historical 
investigations that the copper and silver coinage extends over the years ‘i-iG 
to 309, and that the gold coinage of the Balkh type is probably limited 
to the years 252 to 284, or 293. 

Combining now the palteographical, archteological, and historical evi- 
dence, I propose the following arrangement of the Sasanian Kushan coins : 

1. Supposing that the drawing reproduced by H. H. Wilson in liis 

Ario.na Antiqua XVII, 12, is reliable, that coin, found at Beghram, with the 
bust of a king on the obverse, and a fire-altar of the Ardashir type with 
bust in the flames on the reverse, with traces of a Kushan legend, is the 
oldest of the whole series, to be dated ab. 230 A.D., because tlie crown of 
the king, although partly effaced, has exactly the outline of, and can only be 
understood as, the peculiarly shaped, mural crown found exclusively on the 
first sculptures of Ardashir I. at FinizAbad and Naqsh-i-Rajab. 

2. The copper coins which show on the Obv. the bust of a king with 
the mural crown, the pinnacles resembling palmettes, and on the Rev. the 
god Hormizd enthroned under a dais, with a Kiishan legend probably con- 
taining the name poriopo or po6opo and one unique aes with the Obv. of 
the cup-shaped aurei, and the god Mithra enthroned on the Rev., belong to 
Shapiir son of Ardashir I., before he became coregent, hence between 230 and 
240 A.D. 

3. The two drachms of the Marw class with the bust of Peroz on the 
Obv., the king in adoration before Buddha on the Rev., and a few copper 
coins with tlie bust of the same king and with a fire-altar of the Arda- 
shir type on the Rev. (the legends in Parsik are completely effaced) belong 
to Peroz son of Ardasliir I., under Shapiir’s reign from 242 to 252, the year 
hi which Shapfir etfected a radical change in the administration of 
Khorasan. 

4. The two aurei of the Ermitage and the British Museum, with the 
name ho'{^ Vorohran9, the cap beset with two rows of pearls and surmount- 
ed by the flower-like globe, and two copper coins of the same king, with 
Parsik legend, the bust of the king on the Obv., the fire-altar with the 
full bust of Hormizd on the Rev., belong to a Sasanian prince Varhran, 
unknown to us, brother or cousin of Shapur I., ab. 252-255. 

I have fully explained the reasons which induce me to consider these 
coins as the oldest and as the prototype of all the later aurei. And, al- 
though from the historical evidence I should much prefer not to insert any 
coins between those of Perdz and Hormizd I., because I believe that the 
year 252 brought the change of the title from vuzurg Kiisdmdh to vuzurg 
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Ki>s,iti S'i i.i'ili, I do not M.'e any possibility of jmtting' aside the nuniisiua- 
tic (‘viib-Ticc ; tile more so as the full title, which we find on several 

coins of the IMarw class, apjiears only once among the whole nuiuher 

of the ciip-slia[><;d nurei, and the argumoitum cx silentio, therefore, has no 
force. 'I'he (jther ])ossihility, to which I have alluded above, viz., of as.si!>ning 
tlioe coins to ^harhI•aIl I. and regarding Varhran as the elder lirother of 

ilormizd, on the assumjition that he might have preceded his brother in the 
government of Khorasan, leads to numerous difficulties. For instance, 

one consequence would he, that we should have to assign the coins of the 
second ^’orohrana Knshanshah to Varhran II., who can only have held the 
office under Varhran l.’s reign t-I^-70), and whose coins are evidently later 
than those of Ilorinzde, who is inseparable from Ohromozdo, and who in this 
case (Jiighf to he datf'd later than the second Vorohrana, viz., undei- A'arhran 
li. irTti-St). We have, in fact, to distribute the coins of three Varlirans, 
and we have oidy two Shahanshahs of that name at our dispo.sil, since 
A'aihrnn III. Sakanshrih must of course he left out. Flence, we are compelled 
to as.'.umc one unknown N'arliran, and although I consider this to he the 

uc.ak point of my arrangement, I cannot see any seiaous objection against 
m\ assnmi>tion, and I [)rcfer this arrangement to any other j)ossilile one; 
for, as we shall sec, all the other conditions retpiired by pahcographical, 
aivlneoh.gical and historical evideiice are fulftllcd, while every other arrange- 
mmit leads to many improhahilities. 

.’). The Balkh coins of Ohromozdo and the IMarw coins of the same 

Olnmizda vnzurg KtHin lih'nisiih, with the helmet ending in a lion’s 

head surmounted by the globe, belong to Hormizd I. (ah. ‘J5o-2<U). Tin* 
precise date is doubtful l)ecanse there arc no exact historical indica- 
tions for these years, and they are only calculated according to the 
nninher of existing coins. I know and have studied d Balkh aurei, two 
aurci of Sasanian tyj)e. IMarw class, one .silver drachm of the IMarw class 
with the bust of Ilormizd on the Ohv. and the king hip’ore Buddha on 

the Rev., this being the coin which is absolutely conclusive for the attribu- 
tion to Hormizd T..- one copper coin witli the same devices and some 

otliers with the host of the king on the Ohv., and on tin* Rev. either 

Siva and Nandi, or the fire-altar witli the ftdl bust of Ilormizd. The 
coins with the bust and with Siva and Nandi are l)ilingual. 

f). The cup-sha]H'd aurei of Ilormzda, with the same helmet hut with- 
out the globe, without diadem, and without the word lia-;9 in the legend, 
belong to another g-overnor. who succeeded Hormizd L. and whose existence 
w(' have postulated on aciaaint of the flight of IMani from Khorasan; it 
nuast have been he wh<i persecuted IMatiichaei.sm by order of Shapur I. 

The date of the coins would he approximately the last decade of SIia]iur's 
reign i2f)l--7:2h 

7. The king Vorcihrane with the ram's horns is Varhran I., under his 
brother's reign ig’7--3). We have only tliree enp-shajoed aitrei and three ae.s 

with his bust on the Ohv.. and the altar with the full bust of Hormizd 
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on tlie Rev. One drachm of the imperial series i^nves him, ht‘si(hs tlie iinj^erial 
titles, the surname vuzitrg A'us^///. To him ])i‘lones also the silver dish of 
the Ermitage vith the munouram (lie*. 11), and tlu‘ title Marickhvaiihj, 

8. The unique aureus of tin* kina* with tin* /ig/aag<al cap, imitating 
the coins ot the first Vorohrauo, and the thn*e specinn‘n> of tin* kina with 
the illegible legend and tin* c*rown of j)a!mt‘ttes, Ijelona to tin* period of 
Varhran I (273-27(>). AVt* must identifv tliis third Adrolirain* witli Varhran 
II. Tin* numisinati{* (*\i(h*n(*t‘ i^ ina c‘l<‘ar nnnmli to aliow ns to say 
which one of tin* two preeedrd t In* ot ln*r. 

9. The (*o[)[)er (‘oins with kar^ik ]raond'> in the nann* of Olirmi/do, showing 
on the Ohv. the hnst witli a crown to which a pair of wings and a stri* 
|)ed globe an* attacla*d, on the K(‘\. tin* lull bust of llornii/d on tin* altar, 
I ascribe to Orniies-Hormi/il, brotliei oi Varhran II, wlios(‘ ridellioii wa^' 
crushed in the \ear ihSl. To him 1 am inucli iiicliuod to ascribe th(* uni- 
que aureus of the Alaiwv ela^s in the IHhho/ .Wtlio/Kilc. 'll nun are no 
mon* aiirei from this \ear (UiwanK, beeaU'^e the privilene of <*oinina a^^hl, 
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aid when, alter 
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.!([Uest of 

Sak.isthn 
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2Sl- and 309. Their eeneral >t\le (‘orre^poi ids jHaleitlx with the st \ le of the 
imperial coins and sculptures of thosr \ears. W'iihoiil means oi’ distributina 
the remainina tlin‘e t>pes (jther t3an their general si \ le^ 1 should consider 
tin* umhpie a(*s in my ]K)ssession, witli a crown eoiislstina of o large leav(*8 
as the iirsr of the group, to be dated under Vbu’hran II (2sl-0:)j. Anolln*!* 

coin })u1)lished in Arirf?ia Aftfirpia XVAl, la, si‘eiii< to be llu* second in the 
arou]>, to be dated under Xar^eli (*JOi-:iOJj, ajid the coins of a king Peroz, 
whom w« may now* call Perb/ II \\ il li till' ('ri"'ri‘iil and tin' l-'IdIm' (»v<*r 

a ('tip, tiiay In'Iiiiiij: to tin' n'iirii of I[oniii/,il 11 i :»< t'd-O'.t) , ( tne ('uppi'p coin 

ill till' Cali'uttti M'tscimi, at i rilmtod to Shapiir 111. hy V. Sinitli, lieloiii^s 

oithor to thn S'lino rord/, 11., or i-; a i'luirth tyiin of tlm .-^aiiu' irroup. 

.\iid, as tlif' years '281-301) an' rathor a loii^ spano of tiiiu' for thi' f»'\v 

types of copper coin'., we may exjieci tb.'it otlmr t_\pi'^ will ttini iij) in 
the future. The Hev. of these coins sho\v.s tiic altar either with the full 
bust of Ilurmizd, or with a Inmt appetu'ini: in the flame... The more inter- 
estimr devices of the period "Ci'n on the eup-.haped aurei have disttppeared. 

11. Xarseh and jtrohahly Ilormizd II. had alri'ady issued iiidd coins of 
the ]SIarw class under their own name.., CoTitemporary with the I'opper 
coinage of their Lunernors. Shtiphr II not only coined his own tiurei, Init 

under his reimi the ('opjter coins of the novi'rnors likewise ei'tised. Ee.sides 

a considerable number of his aurei of the Marw class, we })ossess a 

number of eojtper coins, belomting to him. with the simjile Kiishan legend 
Shoboro, and with the tire-alt.ir of the Arda'liir type on the Ilev., the tiltar 

G 
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which is also foimd on half of his imperial coins. One aes, published by 
Bartholoniaei-Dorn (VII, 8) merits special attention ; for it reproduces exactly 
the copper coins with KushAu legends, but the legends are arranged like 
those on the Marw coins in Parsik. 

12. To the description of the Sasanian KushAn coins I add three Chio- 
nite drachms imitating the coins of ShA,pur II’s middle period, but with 
the symbol X with Kushan legends, and moreover some rare later imi- 

tations of imperial Sasanian coins of VarhrA,n IV, and Varhran V, which 
are clearly distinguishable from their prototypes, and display a remarkable 
similarity among themselves as well as with the Chionite imitations of the 
coins of Shapur II. The two coins of Varhran V bear the mint-name 
MLKY: Marw e Bhahikan. 

This memoir was written in 1926. Since then a paper by Georges 
Batailles, ‘Kotes sur la numismatique des Koushans et des Koushan-shahs Sas- 
sanides ’ has been published in Arethusa, 1928 fasc. 18. Among the coins described 
and which have been presented by M. Hackin to the Cabinet des Medailles, 
there is pi. Ill 9 one unknown aureus of llormizd, pi. Ill 11 a very fine 
specimen of Hormizde Great Kushfin Shahanshah, n. 9 d of our catalogue 
with Kushan insr. 8 ; a second specimen of our n. 12 AE Hormizd adoring 
Buddha on pi. Ill 13; duplicates of our aurei 7, 21, and 22; and two 
more AE of Peroz II with the crescent. The classification of the new coin 
III 9 is difficult. But there is nothing that would require a change in our 
arrangement. I may add, that I jiurchased anotlier specimen of the aureus 
9 with the mint-name Balkh, found in NW Persia near Ardebil. Also a 
second specimen of the unique drachme of Mithradates mentioned on p. 5, 
fig. 1, showing little more of the fourth letter of the ivord AIOC, with 
great probability error for YIOC!. 

R. Vasmer, in Nuyn. Chron. Fifth Ser. vol. VIII ‘Sassanian Coins in 
the Ermitage’ has set forth the view that the coins until then attributed 
to Varhrfin III, as a matter of fact belong to his successor Narseh, a view 
which is perfectly convincing. The sculpture of Naqshi Rustam, which for 
a certain time I felt inclined to attribute to Varhran III belongs also to 
Karseh. 
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LIST OF COINS OF THE KUSHANO-SASANIAN KINGS. 


Metal, 
M’eight and 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

References. 

bize. 





Period of Ardashir I. 

1 Bust of king to right, crown Fire-altar of the type of Arda- Wilson, Ariana 

in outline and obliterated, shir 1 ; flames in which PI* 

interior design similar to apj^ear traces of bust. XVII, 12, and 

mural crown of the first Grenetis. Legend in Greek p. 403, No. 37, 

period of Ardashir I ; bushy Kushan, No. 1. 

curly hair, point of beard 
drawn through ring. 

Legend lost. 


Shapur 1 under Ardashir I, about 230-240 A. D. 


2 iE Full length figure of king stand- 
56 grs. ing to left, right hand point- 

0*7 inch. ing down towards small 

fire altar, from which flames 
like scrolls are protruding ; 
left holds trident ; full ar- 
mour, loose trousers. | 

Traces of Kushan legend No. j 


3 M Bust of king to right ; crown 
a: 40 grs. of 3 pinnacles shaped like 

0-72 inch pahnettes, surmounted by 

b: 45*5 grs. large pearls ; diadem with 

0-72 inch fillets below, bushy hair, 

c: Casts of point of beard drawn 

& specimens through ring ; ear-ring, 

d: in necklace of pearls, bust 

’ B.M. cut in form of four lobes. 

Indistinct sign in field in 
front of face. Grenetis. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder. No. 1-5. 


God seated on throne, head In possession of 
in profile, middle body de- author ; unique, 
faced, legs half profile, ray- unpubl i s hed ; 
ed halo of Mithra, bushy Fig. 20 (text), 
hair; left arm crosses breast, PL 1, 
holding corona with broad 
fillets ; right below seems 
to touch hilt of sw ord ; loose 
trousers, fillets at ankles. 

Grenetis. 

Kushan legend No. 2. 

God Hormizd in full front a k b : In pos- 
view" on throne under dais session of au- 
supported by 2 columns, thor. Figs. 16 

with crow n like that of king k 21 . PL 1 , 

on Obi\ but long square c k d : B.M. 
beard and hair in plaits ; unpublished, 
naked ui)per part of body ; 
sceptre in left, corona with 
fillets in right hand ; to the 
right, perhaps, small figure 
of adoring king. In field 
below’, to left, four-lobed 
flow’er. Grenetis. 

Parsik legend, Nos. 1-5. 


Shapur I Co -regent,]^ 24 1-242 A. D. 

4 IR Bust of king to right ; helmet Fire-altar of Shapur I type, B, M., unique, 
56 grs. with top bent forward, end- wdth two identical, figures Thomas, Aw- 
ing in eagle's head : diadem looking outwards, both with rnismatic Chro- 

w’ith fillet at low’er edge; mural crown, hence divine ; mc/^, 1882, XV, 

ears covered, bushy hair, long sceptre in outer hand, p. 180, fig. 3. 

point of beard drawn inner hand on hilt of dagger, 

through ring. Parsik legend No. 7, 

Parsik legend begins behind 
helmet. No. 6. 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS, 



Metal, 




No. 

Weight and 
Ske. 

Obverse. 

1 

Keverse. 

References. 


Peroz I, son of Ardashir, under Shapur I, 242-252 A, D, 


5 


m 

63 grs, 
0-97 inch. 


6 

a: 

b: 


M 

52 grs, 
56 grs. 


Bust of king to right ; crown 
in shape of fluted cornice, 
with row of large pearls 
above, diadem with floating 
ends below ; bushy hair, ear- 
ring, necklace ; bust ends 
in three curves. Grenetis. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder No. 8. 


Bust of king to right , crown 
similar to that of Peroz, No. 
5 : diadem with floating 
ends, bushy hair, point of 
beard drawn through ring, 
ear-ring, necklace. Grenetis. 
Legend lost. 


Same king standing in adora- 
tion before Buddha on 

throne. King in Sasanian 
loose garment, with sword 
at left and dagger at right ; 
right hand pointing towards 
small fire-altar in shape of 
hour-glass ; left hand raised 
in adoration, God on 
throne, head and body in 
profile, knees parted, upper 
part of body seems naked ; 
long sceptre in left, right 
hand on arm-rest of throne ; 
throne seen partly in profile, 
according to Hellenistic 
perspective, Grenetis. 

Parsik legend No. 8. 

Below base-Hne, crescent. 

Fire-altar of Ardashir type, 
with traces of bust in flames. 


B. M., two speci- 
mens from same 
die ; Drouin 
Revue Numis- 
niatique 1895, 
111, 13, p. 60 
sq. PI. II, n. 12, 
Herzfeld, Pai- 
kuli, PI. A, fig. 
18, p, 44 s. Fig. 
14 (text), PI. I. 


a : In posses- 
sion of author, 
unpublished. 

PL 1. b: Parruck 
Sasanian Coins 
XII, 274. 

Third specimen, 
Hackin ; Musee 
Guimet, Unpub- 
lished. 


Baga Vorohrane, under Shapur I, about 252-(256) A. D. 


7 


M 


Cup-shap- 

ed. 


Full length figure of king with 
cap adorned with two rows 
of pearls, surmounted by 
flower-like globe ; diadem 
at lower edge, hair in plaits, 
long pointed beard ; body 
in full armour ; holding tri- 
dent in left, right hand 
pointing down towards 
small fire-altar, probably 
holding ring ; flames pro- 
trude from shoulders, rib- 
bons at ankles. Flames 
of altar like scroll-work. 
Trident with 3 appendages 
and crescent on top over 
altar; combined trimtna 
and dharma-chaJcra symbol 
to right : swastika and dot 
between feet ; three dots, 
chintdmani, under left arm- 
pit. Base line. Kushan le- 
gend Nos. 3 and 4 ; in second 
line, mint name Balkh. 


Siva standing before bull 
Nandi, on base line. God 
in Sasanian garment, with 
Sasanian diadem ; top-hair 
standing on end ; head | 
profile ; trident in left, noose 
in right hand. Grenetis. 

Kushan legend, Nos. 3 and 4, 
and below base Greek le- 
gend Nos. 3 and 4. 


a : B. M., Cun- 
ningham. Nu- 
mismatic Chro- 
nicle ser, 111, 
vol. XIII, PL 
IV, 12. Fig. 6 
(text), b, Ermi- 
tage, unpub- 
lished. PL 1. 
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1 

Metal, 1 

j 



No. 

Weight and 


Reverse. 

References. 


Size. 1 

1 

Obverse. j 





Baga Vorohrane, under Shapur I, about 252-(256) A. D.— 

Na Bust of king to right ; crown Fire-altar, adorned with rib- a : B. 31. cast. 
29 grs, same as 7, hair in plaits, bons, with full bust of Hor- PI. I. 

0*60 in. point of beard drawn through mizd, holding in left long b : Cunningham, 

ring; ear-ring, necklace. sceptre, in right corona with Indian Coins^ 

Parsik legend begins at left fillet. p. 182, 14. 

shoulder. Parsik legend No. 9. 

a : No. 9 ; 6 ; No. 10. 

Hormizd I under Shapur 1, about (256) -2649 A. D. 


AJ Same as 7, but helmet ending 
Cup- in lion's head, surmounted 

shaped. by flower-like globe ; hair 

bushy, point of beard drawn 
through ring, halo around 
head. Trident over altar 
without crescent ; to right, 
triratna, sometimes with 
swastika. 

Kushan legend Nos. 5-7. In 
second line, name of mint 
town Balkh. 
d : Legend No. 8. 


AJ Bust of king to right with hel- 
met bending forward and 
ending in lion’s head. Crest 
formed by lion's mane, sur- 
mounted by flower-like 
globe ; small diadem under 
globe, other at lower edge 
of helmet ; curly hair ; point 
of beard drawn through 
ring; ear-ring, necklace - 
bust ends in four curves. 
Parsik legend No. 11. 


Same as 7, but halo around a : k b : Berlin 
head of Siva ; no Sasanian Cabinet, Herz- 
fillets ; head of Siva in full feld, Paihdiy 
front view. PI. A 21 and 22, 

Legend Nos. 5-8. pp. 48-49. Fig. 

7 (text). PI. II, 
c .* Cunningham, 
hidian Coins, 
p. 178 No. 3, 
description not 
corresponding 
to fig. PL IV, 3. 
d : Cunningham, 
Indian Coins, 
p. 179 No, 4, 
inscription PI. 
V,H. 

c ; Cunningham, 
Indian Coins, 
p, 179. No. 5, 
same but small- 
er coin ; lost. 

Fire-altar adorned with Sasa- B. 31., second 
nian fillets ; left, same king specimen Cun- 

adoring, right hand raised, ningham-Tho- 

left on hilt of dagger, broad mas. yinnisma- 

fillets behind back ; right. He Chronicle, 

3Iithra with sun rays around 1852, XV, p. 

head, right hand raised ISO : Indian 

holding corona, left hand Antiqaarij 

on sword. 165 : Cunning- 

Parsik legend same as on ham, Indian 

Obi'erse ; king's name in mid- Coins ^ Pi. IV, 

die above, in 2nd line over 2 ; 3Iordtmann, 

altar name of mint town, ZI)3IG 3"III, 

“ Shahikan "=3Iarw. 1856, PI. V, 5 

and No. 26 ; 
ZD3IG XIX 
1865, p. 421 ; 
XXXIV p. 26 ; 
B. Drouin 
Archeologique 
1898, 1 p. 25; 
Herzfeld Pai- 
kuli, PI. A. 
Fig. 7 (text). 
PI. 11. 
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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS, 



Metal, 1 
Weight and 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

i 

References, 

No. j 

Size. 





Hormizd I under Shapur I, about (256)-264, A. D. -~contd. 


11 IR \ Bust of king to right, same as 

j 10 . 

Parsik legend beginning at 
left shoulder, No. 11, 




12 iE Bust of king same as 10. 

Parsik legend beginning at 
left shoulder No. 12. 


13 M Same as foregoing. 
a : 21*6 grs. Parsik legend a : and h : No. 

0*6 in. 12 ; c : No. 13, and possibly 

b : 30 grs No. 14. Cf. Thomas Niunis- 

0*6 in. matic Chronicle XV. p. 182, 
fig. 8 ; Prinsep’s In- 
dian Antiq^iities LI, 165 ; 
V «/i s‘ ni atic Cli ro n icle 

series II, Vol. XII, 38. 


14 M Same bust as foregoing. 

Parsik legend No. 15. 


Same as 5. Dorn, Beyner^ 

Parsik legend No. 11 ; above kungen liber 

altar name of mint town : Sasaniden Muu’- 

Marw, zen, St. Peters- 

burg, 1844 ; 
llordtmann 
ZDMG, 1880, 
XXXIV, p. 27, 
No. 77 ; Mar- 
koff Cat. d, 
monn. Sas. etc. 
de VInsL des. 
Lang. Or. St. 
Pet e r s b u r g, 
1889, p. 60, n, 
21 ; Drouin, 
vue Archeolo- 
gique 1898, p, 
26. 


Same as 5 and 11. B. M., Thomas, 

Niim is matic 
Chronicle, XV, 
p. 180, No. 9. 

Siva standing before Nandi a : k b \ Two 
bull, as 7 and 9. specimens in 

Kushan legend No. 20. possession of 

author. PL II. 
c ; B. M., Tho- 
mas Nimis- 
malic Chronicle, 
XV, p. 180, 
No. 11 ; Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins, PL 
IV. 6. 

Fire-altar with full bust like 8. a : B. M.; Cun- 
ningham, In- 
dian Coins. PL 
IV, 7 ; PL 11. 
b : Calcutta, 
Vincent Smith, 
Indian Muse- 
um Catalogue 
1, p. 223, No. 1, 
PL XXIV, 3. 
c .* T h o m a s 
Nam 1 s matic 
Chronicle, XV, 

p. 180, 10. 
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Metal, 



Xo. 

1 

1 

Weight and 
Size. 

Obverse. 

i 

1 

Reverse. 


Beferences, 


15 


16 

a: 

b: 


17 
a : 

to 


Hormizd under Shapur I, about (264)-272# 


A^ 

Like 7 and 9, but helmet with- 

Cup- 

out surmount ing glo b e : 

shaped. 

crest of large pearls, one dot 
to right of altar, swastika, 
and one dot between feet ; 
indistinct other symbol 
between left leg and sword ; 
halo cuts through legend. 

Kushan legend Xos. 9-14. 

1 

King standing to left with hel- 

44 grs. 

met ending in lion's head ; 

0*5 in. 

no globe, no diadem, plait- 

23 grs. 

ed hair, point of beard drawn 

in bad 

through riin:, full armour. 

condition. 

Left hand holding trident, 
right hand ])ointing towards 
small fire-altar witliout 
flames : trident with 2 ap- 
pendages over altar ; swas- 
tika and one dot between 
legs ; cdnnldma)n near hilt of 
.sword : trirat na and circle 
to right. 

Kushan legend Xo. 21. 

.E 

Bust of same king to right, 

55 grs. and 

' with helmet ending in lion's 

about 0*7 

' head : no globe, no diadem. 

inches. 

Parsik legend Xo. 12. 

! Cunningham's description 

not exact : with plume’’ 
instead of without globe.” 
Sometimes the symbol of 
Gondofares and of Shapur 

1 on shaft of altar. 


Same as 7 and 9. but garment a : & b : Ernai- 
ot Siva changed ; head of tage unpub- 

bul in full front view ; no lished. PL IL 
base line. 

Kushan legend faulty, Xos. c : and d : Berlin 
9-14. Herzfeld Pai- 

huli PL A. Fig. 
8 (text). PL 

II. 

e : Ariana Anti^ 
iiaa. XIV, 17, 
p. 379, 5. From 
Kabul \^alley. 

C u n n i ngham, 
hidian Coins, 
PL V, E. 

/; B. 31., Cun- 
ningham, In- 
diiin Coi)i>^, PL 
IV, 3 and V, E. 
Cunningham’s 
description does 
not agree wdtb 
figure on his 
Plate. 

Siva and Xandi as on 7, 9 d : and h : In 

and 15, but god full front possession of 
view : garment like 15 ; tri- author, unpub- 

dent in left, noose in right lished. PL III. 

hand. c : and d : Ermi- 

Kushan legend Xo. 21. tage casts, un- 

published. PL 

III. The two 
Erjnitage speci- 
mens are not 
exactly identi- 
cal ; bushy hair 
and diadem 
with fillets. 

Fire-altar, Ardashir type with a :-f : In posses- 
bust, same as 1 and 6 ; no sion of author, 
legend. PL III. 

(j : and h : Arri^ 
ana Antiq^iaVl, 
XVIL 16 and 
19, from Begh- 
ram. 

i : Cunningham , 
Indian Coins, 
PL IV, 8, 

A* : P a r r u c k, 
Sasanian Coins, 
18*" 







Varhran I, under Hormizd I, 272-73. 


18 A" Same as 7, 9 and 15, but crown 

a : Cup- consisting of a pair of ram’s 

b : shaped horns over a string of pearls 

c : 121 grs. surmounted by flower-like 

1’3 inch. globe ; diadem below, halo, 
hair in plaits, beard drawm 
through ring, — Trident over 
altar resembUng Asklepius’ 
wand ; chintdmani below arm, 
no symbol between feet ; to 
right monogram above 

it, swastika or eight rayed 
star. 

Kushan legend Nos. 15-17. 

On base, mint town Balkh. 

19 ^ Bust of same king to right. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, Nos. 16 and 17. 


Same as 7, 9, 15, with base 
line; Kushan legend Nos. 
15-17. 


Fire-altar with full bust, same 
as 8 and 14. 

Parsik legend No. 14. 


a : Ermi t a g e, 
impubhs h e d, 
cast. Fig. 9 
(text). PI. III. 
b : Berhn, Herz- 
feld, Paikuli 
PL A. Fig. 9 
(text). PI. III. 
c : B. M., Cun- 
ningham, In-- 
dian Coins, PI. 
IV, 15. 


a : B. M., Cun- 
ningham, Indian, 
Goins, PL IV, 
16. PL III. 
b: Cunningham, 
Indian Coins, 
PL IV, 17. 
c : B. M,, cast, 
unpublished, PL 
III. 


Varhran 1. Shahanshah 272-73. 


Bust of King to right ; crown 
with sunrays of Mithra sur- 
mounted by large globe ; 
ears and cheek covered, 
hairs in plaits, point of 
beard drawn through ring. 

Parsik legend begins behind 
head of King No. 18. 

CJ. a piece in the Berlin Cabi- 
net with same arrangement 
of legend in two lines. 


Fire- altar of the type of Sha- 
puT I ; to the left, same king 
with long sceptre and sword; 
to the right male figure with 
same attributes but differ- 
ent crown (god), both look- 
ing outward. 

Parsik legend No. 19. 


Formerly in the 
cabinet of Sub- 
hi Pasha, Con- 
stantin 0 p 1 e, 
Mord t m a nn, 
ZDMG 1880, 
XXXIV, p. 30, 
No. 82. 


Varhran II under Varhran I, 273-(275). 


A7 

Like 7, 9. 15, 18. but crown 

Same as 18, double struck 

Cup- 

shaped. 

consists of cap with zigzag, 
surmounted by flower-like 
globe ; diadem, no halo , 
chintdmani under arm; to 
right same symbol as on 
18 ; above six-raved star. 





Kushan legend No. 18. 

' i 

1 


Cunnin g h a 
Indian Goins., 
PL IV, 13. Fige 
12 (text). 
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Metal, 

No. Weight and 
Size. 


M 

Cup- 

shaped. 


m 

65 grs. 
1*25 inch. 


34 grs. 
0-6 inch. 
33*3 grs. 
31*8 grs. 



Bage M under Varhran I, (275)*276. 

Same as 21, but crown of three Same as 21, double struck 
large palinettes, surmount- 
ed by fluted globe with large 
fillets ; cJiintdmani under 
arm ; to right, symbol of 18 
and 21 over eight-rayed 
star or over hook, and once 
an indistinct symbol above 
it. 

Kushan legend Xo. 19. 

....rahran: Foreign imitation. 

Bust of king to right, crown I Fire-altar of Sasanian type ; 


same as 22, bushy hair. right and left, attendants in 

point of beard drawn peculiar attire, holding bar- 

through ring; ear-ring, neck- som wands. 

lace; bust below necklace 

formed by leaves of palm- 

ettes. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, No. 20. 

C/. the palmettes below the 
busts of the Hephthalites, 

Cunningham, Indian Cohis, 

PL VII, 3, 4, 5, 14, 15 ; PL 
VIII, 3, 14 ; PL IX, etc. 

Ormies-Hormizd under Varhran II, 276-84* 

Bust of king to right ; crown Fire-altar with full bust, same i 
consists of : cap with as 8, 14, 19. j 

five large pearls and Parsik legend No. 21. 
diadem at lower edge, 
to which are attached two 
eagle's wings surmounted 
by a striped globe. Bushy 
hair, point of beard drawn 
through ring ; ear-ring, neck- 
lace. Bust ends in four 
lobes. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder. No. 21. 


a : Berlin, Herz- 
fel Paikuli, PL 
A. Fig. 13, PL 
III. 

b : and c ; Ermi- 
tage, casts, un- 
published. 

PL IV. 


Calcutta, Vincent 
Smith, Indian 
Museum Cata- 
logue, 1, p. 226, 

I No. 2, PL 
XXIV, fig. 8. 


a : In possession 
of author, un- 
published. Figs. 
17 and 22 (text). 
PL IV. 

b : Museum of 
Asiatic Society 
of Bengal ; E. 
Thomas Nu- 
mismatic and 
other Antiqui- 
ties illustrative 
of the rule of the 
Sasanians, 1841 
No. 404=Mor- 
dtmann ZDMG, 
1880, XXXIV, 
p. 2, No. 79. 
c : and d : B. M., 
casts. 

e : Calcutta, Vin- 
cent Smith, 
Indian Museum 
Catalogue, 1, p. 
223, No. 2, PL 
XXIV, fig. 4. 
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Ormies-Hormizd under Varhran II, 276-84 — contd. 

25 Ar Bust of king to right ; crown Pire-altar with Lust of Hor- Biblio t h e q u e 

115-7 gi’s. consists of low of pearls inizd without flames: two Xationale, Paris. 

0-8 inch. with pair of ^^ings, no globe, attendants with barsom : M. Dieulafoy, 

but perhaps floating end of no legend. Uart Antique 

diadem on top of head : This coin is mentioned here de la Perse, PI. 
bii-hy hair, point of beard only for comparison. II/ 7. 

drawn through ring : ear- 
ring : neck-lace ; garment 
richly adorned with pearls. 

Legend illegible on Pamick’s 
Plate, begins at left should- 
er. 

Varhran II, Shahanshah, 276-293. 

26 Ar Bust of king to right ; pure Fire-altar, pure Sasanian B. M., Parruck, 

113-5 grs. Sasanian type. lype : king to left, god to Sasanian Coins^ 

0-75 inch. Legend begins behind king's right : cJiintdmani on shaft VI, No. 115. 

head. of altar. 


Nameless Governor under Varhran II. 284-293. 



Bust of king to right : crown 

6-5 grs. 

of five large leaves over dia- 

0-7 inch. 

dem at lower edge, no globe ; 


bushy hair, point of beard 


drawn through ring ; ear- 


ring. 


Legend lost. 


Fire-altar of Ardashir type In possession of 
^\ith Sasanian fillets and author, unique, 
bust of Hormizd with ear- unpubl i s h e d. 

ring and necklace. Similar Figs. 15 and 23 

to 1, 6, 17. (text). PI. IV, 


Narseh Shahanshah. 293-302. 


28 A7 Nor m a 1 1 y p e of Na r s eh , cro wn 

(a) surmounted by 3 large pal- 

mettes, hair in straight 
plaits. 

Normal Parsik legend of 
Narseh No. 22. 


(6) kl Bust of king to right, crown 

with 10 leaves, diadem at 
lower edge, surmounted by 
large globe : small fillet be- 
low globe : bushy hair, point 
of beard drawn through 
ring. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder. No, 23. 

(c) AI Almost same as 28?>. Par- 

111-2 grs. ruck's reading of lesfend is 

0*75 inch. not supported by his Plate. 

The word ha(je is clearly 
visible at same place where 
it stands on Berlin speci- 
men, so are the first two 
letters of the nanie. 


High fire-altar of type of Hor- In 1880 at H. 
mizd Kushanshah No. 10 : Hofmann, Nu- 

between head of adoring mismatist, in 

king (left) and fixe, the co- Paris ; Mordt- 

rona with fillets, symbol of mann, ZDMG., 
Ardashir I ; between fire and 1880, XXXIV, 
head of god Hormizd (right), p. 43, No. 138. 
the word MLKY-jMarw. 

Fire-altar of type of Hormizd Berlin, cast, 
Kushanshah 10 : to left the Niitzel, Amtl. 
king standing with barsom, Berhn a. d. Kgl. 
to right god Hormizd also Kunstsamm Ign, 
with barsom, 1907-08, p. 212 

Parsik legend No. 23. sq. 


Same as preceding. No le- B. M., Parruck, 
gend. Sasanian Coins, 

No. 161. 




I 




kushano-sasanian coins 


49 



Metal, 



No. 

Weight and 
Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 


Nameless Governor under Narseh, 293-302. 


29 JE Bast of king to right ; crown Fire-altar of Ardashir type 
of seven lobes surmounted with 8asanian fillets and 

by five scrolls, diadem at beardless head appearing 

lower edge, no globe. in flames with crescent be- 

Bushy hair, ear-ring, neck- hind shoulders and perhaps 

lace. Traces of Kushan le- on top of head ; traces of 

gend No. 22. Kushan legend No. 22. 


Hormizd II Shahanshah, 302-309. 


a; 

Bust of king to right ; crown, 

Fire-altar with two attend- 

Solidus. 

normal shape ot Hormizd 11. 

ants, normal Sasaniau type. 

22-7 grs. 
0*6 inch. 

i 

Legend illegible. 

No legend. 


Peroz II under Hormizd II, 302-309. 


iE 

Bust of king to right ; crown 

Fire-altar with full bust of 

29 grs. 

of fluted cap surmounted by 

Hormizd, same as 8, 14, 19, 

0*57 inch. 

large crescent and striped 

25 

35*7 grs. 
31*5 grs. 
23*1 grs. 

globe diadem below ; hair 
in plaits, point of beard 
drawn through ring ; ear- 
ring, necklace. 

Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, Nos. 24 and 25. 

Parsik legend Nos. 24 and 25. 

JE 

Very similar to 31 

1 

Same, but so-called “ taurus ” 
symbol on shaft of altar : 
symbol of Gondofares and 
of Shapur I. 


Shapur II Shahanshah, 309-356. 

33a : A ’ Bust of Shapur 11 to right ; Fii*e-altar with two attendants, 

111 grs. mm*al crown adorned with type of Hormizd Kushan- 
smaU lobes below pinnacles shah. 

over diadem, suiuiiounted Parsik legend. Over altar 
by globe : distinguished HLKY-Harw ; small cres- 
froin normal Sasanian type cent below, 

by greater richness of 
- jewellery. 

I Parsik legend begins at left 
shoulder, No. 2b. 

336 : A Very similar to a . . Similar to a, but bust in 

Parsik legend No. 27. flames ; left of attendants 

is king, right god. The 
word rast on shaft of altar, 
jMLKY over flames. 

Parsik legend No. 27. 


Kefeiences. 


Wilson Ariana 
Antiqua, XVII, 
15, p. 403, No. 
39, from Begh 
ram. 


Berlin, Niitzel, 
Amtl. Eer. a.d. 
Kgl. Kunst- 
samm Ign, 
XXXIV, 3 Dec. 
1912, p, 4, No. 1 . 


a : In possession 
of author, un 
published. Fig. 
lb (text), PI. 
IV. 

b : Parruck, Sa- 
sanian Coins, 
PI. IX, 191. 
c : Parruck, Sor 
san ian Coins^ 

193, cast, PI. IV. 
d : B. M. 
Calcutta, Vin- 
cent Smith. 
Indian Museum 
Catalogue, p. 
225, No. 3, Pi. 
XXIV, Fig. 7. 

Berlin, cast, cf. 
Mordtmann l.c. 
PI. b, N'\ 242. 


Bartholomaei- 
Dorn, PI. VII, 

9. 

Mordtmann, 
ZDxAIG, 1880, 
XXIV, p. 5fi, 
No. 198. 

K 
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KUSHAKO-SASANIAN COINS, 



Metal, 




iNo. 

Weight and 
Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

References. 



Calcutta, Vin- 
cent Smith, 
Indian j\J useam 
Cataloijue, Part 
II, 221, No. 1, 
PL XXIV, 6. 

In possession of 
author, unpub- 
lished.' PL IV. 


Biblio t h e q u e 
Nationale,Paris. 
M. Dieulafoy* 
Uart Antique, 
PL II, 8. 

a and b : Wilson, 
Ariana Aiitiqna^ 
PL XVII, 13 
and 14. 

c ; Cunningham, 
Indian Coins, 

PL IV. 

d and e : Par- 
ruck, Sasanian 
Cohis, PL XI, 
256 and 257. 

Bartholonisei- 
Dorn, PL VII, 

8 . 


Chionite imitations of Shapur II, 258-279. 


36a : M Bust of king with crown of 

60 grs. Shapur II; to right, symbol 
in front of face; crescent 

behind head. 

Kushan legend No. 24. 


366 : Same .... 

Kushan legend No. 25. 

36c : M Very similar ; Parruck’s read- 

54 grs. ing of the inscription as 
Parsik not supported by 
figure on Plate. 


Indistinct remains of fire-altar Wilson, Ariana 
with bust of Hormizd in Antiqua, PL 
flames and two attendants. XVI, 10 ; Cun- 
Obhterated because re- ningham. In- 
struck on obverse only. dian Coins, PL 

VII, 1, from 
Hidda Tope. 

Same .... Wilson, Ariana 

Aniiqua, PL 
XVI, 9, p. 3. 

Same .... Parruck, Sasa- 

nian Coins, PI. 
X, No. 244. 




KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 



Metal, 



Ko. 

Weight and 
Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 


Zabul imitations of Varhran IV, 388-399. 


37a: 

IR 

Bust of king to right, crown 

Indistinct remains of fire-altar 


49 grs. 

of Varhran IV. 

Kushan legend No. 26. 

with bust of moon god — 
(?) in flames ; two atten- 



dants. 

376: 

IR 

Very similar but traces of 

Indistinct .... 


63 grs. 

different legend running 
from left to right (certainly 
not Parruck’s interpreta- 
tion). 



Marw coins of Varhran V, 420-438. 

38 iR Bust of Varhran V to right. Fire-altar with figure of the 

59-5 grs. Parsik legend written from king, twice repeated left 

left to right, No. 29. Cf. and right ; indistinct letters 

Parruck, Nos. 323 and 324. of the date, and MLKY, 

left, in the flames. 

39 iR Bust of Varhran V to right. Fire-altar with flames, and 

59-5 grs. Parsik legend No. 30. Cf. bust of king on shaft ; two 

Bartholomeei-Dorn, PI. XII, attendants. 

16, and Parruck, Nos. 325 Parsik legend left, name of 
and 326. Varhran right. MLKY. 


5j 


References. 


Cunningham, 
Indian Coins , 
PL VII, 2. 

Parruck, Sasa* 
nian Coiyis, PL 
XIII, No. 303. 


In possession 
of author, un- 
published. PL 
IV. 


In possession of 
author, un- 
published. PL 
IV. 
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Abbasid mint towns, monograms of 
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Abdagases, ooin of , 




9 

4 

Adharnarseh, short reign of . 




i 

36 

Amethyst seal, inscription on • . • 





16 

Ammianus MarcellinuS; historian. . 




• 

. 3, 22, 36 

Antiocheia-Khusrau • . . . • 




• 

12 

Antialcidasj coins of . • . . , 




• 

. . . 30 

Ardaslur I 
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2, 8, 4, 7, 14, 22, 24, 37 

Ardashir 1, coins of . . . . . 




• 

. 3, 31, 37, 41 

Ardashir I, crown of • . • • 




• 

22 

Ardashir I, reign oE . . 





32 

Ardashir I, scidpture of , . . , 




• 

. 27,37 

Ardavan V 




• 

2 2 

Armenia, coins of . . . . • 





4 

Arsacidan coins, direction of the head on 





3, 4 

Artaban I 





. . . 4 

Artaban 11, see Kaikhusran .... 




% 

5, 13 

Atropatenian coinage . . . * . 
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. . . 4 

Axu’ei ....... 




1, 

2, 7, 8, 16, 17, 13, 19, 2u 

Awestic writing ...... 




• 

3 

Awraman parchments ..... 
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. . . 10, 16 

Awraman parchments, script of , . , 
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11, 17, IS 

Awraman parchments, date of . . . 
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Balkh, mint name ..... 

« 

• 



, . . 15, 16 

Bfimiyan, title of the princes of . , . 

. 

• 



10 

Bazodev, coin legends of . . • . 

. 

• 



1, 6, 7, 16, 17, 18, 27 

BoY^ (Bage) Ym-ohrano, see Yarhran brother (?) of ShApnr 

I 



37 

BoY^ Ohrmizdo, see Hormizd I , , , 

• 

• 


• 

3S 

Beghram, coin from ..... 


« 



37 

Buddha, figured on a silver drachm of Peroz I . 

• 

• 


• 

. . . 30-31 

Biiddhiftt Alt ...... 

. 

• 


• 

. 20, 30 

Burnes, Sir Alex. ..... 

. 

• 


• 

26 

c 

Central Asia, Buddhist Art in . . , 

• 



• 

* • • 2 

Central Asia, Buddhist paintings from . , 

• 


• 

• 

7 

Chionites, coins of .... . 

• 

. 

• 

• 

3, 16, 3-37 

Chionites, imitation of Shapur IPs coins 

• 

. 


« 

3, 50 
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Chioiiites, imitation of Sasanian KusMn coins . 
Chionites^ invasion of Bactria by . 

Ctesipbon ....... 

Cunningham^ Sir Alex. . . . • 


D 


Denkard; passages of the 


£ 

Elymais-Khuzistan, coinage of , ^ . 

Eran-ambarakpet, crown of the , 


F 

Farghana; title of the kings of . . . 

FarS; coins of the Shahs of . . . • 

Fratadara of Persepolis .... 
Fratadara to Shah, change of title from . 

Firoz I and II, see Peroz I and II 


G 


Ganjak, lire temple at . 

G harchistaii, title of the princes of 

Gotarzes I, coin of , . , , , 

Gotarzes II, coin legends of . 

Greeeo-Bactrian Art ..... 
Graeco- Bactrian coins /^Zeus representation on . 
Greek script ...... 


H 


Hartaban V . . . 

Hartabanos, father of Gotarzes II . 

Hephthalite kings, coin legends of . 

Hephthalite kings, crowns of . , 

Hephthalite kings, imitation of Sasanian Kushan coins 
Heraus {see iliaus), coins of 
Hermaeus, coins of , , . . 

Horrnizd-Onnies {see Ormies-Hormizd) , 

Hormizd-Ormies, coins of . , , 

Hormizd-Ormies, crown of , . , 

Hormizd I {see BoY3 Ohrmizda and Hormzda), mint name on coins of 
Hormizd I, coins of . 
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. 12 , 13 , 14 , 82 
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. 19 , 20 
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18 
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81 , 34 , 89 , 47-48 

. . 26 

. 11 , 12 

. 43-44 
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Hormizd crown of . , 

Hormizd I, reign of , . , , , 

Hormizd II, coin of . . , , , 

Hormizd II, reign of • , , , . 

Hormiizd, representation of the god 
Hormuzd, cf, also Hormzdo and Ohromozd , 
Hormzda, ^ee Hormizd I . . . . 

Huvishka, coin legends of • , , , 

I 

Iranian Majesty*^ . . . , , 

Isfahan, title of the ruler of . • . , 


iii 

Page. 


21-22 

33-34 

. . 49 

. . 36 

. 24, 30 

. 17-18 

1, 6, 7, 9, II, 19 


22 

10 


K 


Kabul shA.hs, successors of Kushans 
Kadphises, coins of . , • , 

Kaikhusrau, mythical representative of Artaban 
Kanishka, coin legends of , 

Khans of Khiva, coins of . , . 

Kawat I . , • . . * 

Khorasan ...... 

Khusraii I ..... 

Khusrau II ..... 

Khuttal, title of the princes of 
Khuzistan ...... 

Kidara kins^s ..... 


II 


Kozulo-kadphises, coins of . 

Kunduz ...... 

Kushan coins, arrangement of the legends on 
Kushan governors, crown of . . , 

Kushano-Sasanian coins, list of 


Manaobago, Indian moon god 
^linl . . . . 

Mark ward, J. . 

!Marw, mint town of Iran 
Marw, coins of Yarhran V of 
Marw, last Sasanian coin of . 
Marw, surname of 
Miaeus, see Heraeus . 

Mint names on coins • . 

Minns, E, . , , * 
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Mithra 

Mithradates II . . , , , , 

Mithraclates III . . » . , 

N 

Xamelesa governor iinder Varhr&n II , 
Xameless governor coin of . , , 

^^Xameless governor crown of . 

X'arseh, coins of , . . . . 

Xarseh^ coin of his nameless governor 
Xarseli, hair dress of . , . . 

Narseh, reign of . 

o 

Ooemokadphises, coin legends of . 
Ormies-Hormizd, see Hormizd-Ormies • 

Orodes I . . . , 

Ohromozd and Hormzde, see Hormuzd 


p 


Pah la VI ideograms 
Parruck, his reading of coin legends 
Parsik script «... 
Parthian coinage . • • . 

Parthian dynasty of Sakastan, coins of 
Persepolis, Pahlavi inscriptions of , 
Peroz I^ adoring Buddha 
Peroz I, coins of • • • 

Peroz I, crown of .1 . • 

Peroz II, coins of . . . 

Peroz IT, crown of . . . 

Phraates II, coin of . . . 

Pre-Sasanian coins, representations on 


Ke^Yshar, title of the princes of 
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31, 48 
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7, 26, 48 
49 
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Sahikau, meaning of . . 

Samarkand, a mint towm 
Sasanian art, three periods of • 
Saaanian coinage . ♦ 


• 12, Its 
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• s, 7, 10 
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Sasanian Kashan coins, classification of . 

Sasanian Kushan coins, chronological arrangement of 
Sasanian Kushan coins, crowns of , 

Sasanian Kushan coins, date of 
Sasanian Kushan coins, treatment of royal and 
Sasanian Kushan coins, fire altar and other devices on 
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Sasanian coins, direction of the head on 
Sasanian seals 
Sasanian sculptures 
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Semitic script 
Shahpiihr, see Shapur I 
Shapikan or Shaspikan, meaning of 
Shapur in Fars .... 

Shapur I, ^ee Shahpuhr 
Shapur I, coins of . , . 

Shapur I, crown of , . . 

Shapur T, reign of . . . 

Shapur I, sculpture of • 

Shapur IT .... 

Shapur 1 1, coins of . , , 

Shfipur II, Ch ionite imitations of 
Shilpur If, crown of . . , 

Shapur 11, imitation of coins of 
Shapur II, FersepoHs inscription of 
Shahs of Fars, coins of 
Siva with hull Nandi 
Siva, treatment of his figure on coins 
Slok, inscription by - , 

Spalirises coins, Greek legends on . 

Soghdian inscription on a silver dish of Varhran 
Sten Konow .... 

Stein, Sir Aurel .... 

Suh-Arsacidan, class of pre-Sasanian coins 


divine figures on 


Umayyad mint names, monograms of 


u 

V 


Valaghsh ...... 

Varhran, same as Vorohrana or WorohrS,n . , 

Varhr&n, see Boya Vorohrane, brother (?) of Shapur I 
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Varhran^ coins of 
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Varhrhn II, reign of 
Varhran III, coins attributed to 
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Varhran IV, appearance of first mint names on 
Varhran IV, Zabul imitation of his coins 
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Varhran V, Marw coins of 
Vatfradat II, head dress of , 

Vo la gases III, coin legends of 
Vorohrauo, see Varhran 
Vuznrgmihr, son of Bukhtak 


the coins of 
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Wroth. "Period of Mithradates 
Worohr^n ; see Yarhrau 
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Zabul imitation of Varhran IV's coins 
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